NARRATIVE 


OF THE 


Ship BoscawEeN's Voyage 


Bombay in the Eaft-Tidies, &c. 


[Price Eighteen-Pence. ] 


The Second Edition 


r 
29 
. 


JOURNAL 
NARRATIVE 


OF THE 


BoscaweN's Voyage 
T O | 


Bombay in the Eaft-Indies, 


Benjamin BRAUN R, Commander. 
WIT. H | 
Remarks on her Remarkable quick Paſſage 
thither, and ſome ſurprizing Events that 
occur'd during the ſame, Arno 1749. 


By a YornG GENTLEMAN, 
| Paſſenger on Board ; 


Communicated to his Father in London, Aug. 17 50. 
To which are added, , 


Two LETTERS Sign'd PHILALETHES, addreſs'd 
to, and return'd from the ReMEMBRANCER 3 
with the ReMEMBRAnceR's Reaſons for return- 
ing thoſe Letters, | 

ALSO 
$0me Occaſional Tnovonrs on Freedom in Trade, High 


Duties, Smuggli 8: Shipwrecks, c. as ſpoken to a So- 
c1ETY for FREE Enquiry, November 1747. 


— > \ 


HL © 
A MEMBER thereof, 


— 


The Second Edition. 


„ 

Printed for the AuTHor, and fold by T. Carnan, over- 

_ againſt the North Door of St. Paul's, and at the Pamphlet- 
pS.— Price 15. 64,—M.pcc.L1. . 


= 


A 


* 
— 8 — 
——— * * — W * 


Aaverti ſement. 


T may not be improper to obſerve 
here, by way of Preface to the 
candid Reader, that the young Au- 
thor of the following Sheets wrote 
them without the leaſt Intention of 
their being publiſhed, but for his and 
his Father's Amuſement ny: 
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her Cargoe, by * 
Bales of Cloth; Lead, Steel, 
7; Iron, Anchors, Cables, cc. 
totes for che Men of Wir 
in Hidia, às Ale thirty 


ches Wale, the Captain tek his 
Leave ef the Couft of DiteRory the Begin 
ning of Mapeb, and went an beurd her dt 
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Accordingly they got down to the Hope 
in a few Hours, but the Wind then coming 
about to the N.E. obliged them to anchor, 


where I, having left GD wg Thurſday 
the 16th, to baſk i 
ed them Men 
freed me "AY any Apprehenſions of the 
Ship's getting there firſt; therefore v went How 


F to take my Leave of a Friend n 


Ham; 3 where I ſtayed the next 

got to Deal on Saturday Evening, together 
with the Purſer, who had brought the Diſ- 
patches, ang three other of my Ship Mates, 
to my no {mall Satisfaction; as the Pleaſure 
of their Company alone could make my 


Sta 


agreeable; it conſiſting of e ver 
nattow long Streets, one behind ang 
With miſerable. little Houſes "and./Sh 
[three aha pf Which ſell nothing a6; 


Gin and, Tobacco, and the 22 


ing almoſt all Pilots and Boat-builders : 
to this, that" the Proviſions are very 


oder bs fo for which they charge ex- 
ITN en x orbitantly 3 


”H near Faw er, in 


that wretched Place, in any; Mea- | 


* 
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orbitantly, made us very impatient for our 
Ship's Arrival. The only Manner we 
could amuſe ourſelves, was, in reading the 
News-Papers, which came in thrice a- 
Week, and in walking a little Diſtance into 
the Fields towards Warmer and Sandown 


Caſties, to look at the French Shore, (there 


being only two or three ſmall Veſſels in the 
Downs) where we might 1 be rebel 
to go 7 at A . I | 


oon only Motives for coming Ft here, 


were, that we might thereby enjoy our 
Friends a little while longer in Town, and 


avoid coming round in the Ship, which 
often proves the worſt Part of the Voyage, 
not only from the. confuſed State Things 
then are in, but the Danger of running up- 
on ſome of the Sands and Shoals, which, 


in two or three Days, to our great Con- 


cern, we heard our Ship had had the Miſ- 
fortune to do, betwixt the Hope and the 
Flatts, by the Pilot's Miſtake ; which fo 
terrified him, that he would not paſs them 
with the other Ships, though the Varren 


drew above a Foot more Water, and ſuc- 
ceeded: However, I muſt own it was a 


bold > AY or although the Tide was 
B 2 at 
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4 De Boſcawen's Voyage 
at its greateſt Height, ſhe touched the 
Ground twice; and muſt, in all Probabi- 
lity, have over-ſet, as it ebbed, had ſhe 
ſtuck faſt in that eritical Place: Our Ei- 
lot, therefore, went round the Swin, which 
gave them the Start of us; inſomuch that 
we at Deal had the Mortification to ſee 
them come into the Downs on the 22d; 
and, after bringing to for their Purſers, 
make Sail, having a fine N. E. Wind, 
which would clear them of the Channel 
in forty- eight Hours; ſo that we deſpaired 
of over taking them before we ſhould get 
to Bombay. However, on the 25th in the 
Evening, our Ship arrived; but, as the 


Wind was at S. W. we expected to be de- 
tained ſome time longer; yet, to our t 


Joy, we were awakened at Five the) next 
Morning, with the Signal for Sailing, the 


Wind having come about to the Eaſtward; 


therefore went off immediately, being ſo 


lucky to have but a little Surf, and were 


under Sail in an Hour after, in company 
with four ot five Ships bound to the Weſt. 
Indies, America, Sc. which we ſeparated 
from in a Day or two. On my coming 


on board I was vaſtly pleaſed with the 


Ship, ſhe being a Three-decker, quite 


new 
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new, and the largeſt in the Service, mea- 
ſuring 108 Feet long by the Keel, and 35 
Feet broad by the Beam; mounting 24 
Nine-pounders, drawing but 18 Feet Water, 
which is one leſs than our Ships generally do, 
and having a very good Crew of 100 Men: 
This was the more heightened on my en- 
quiring about her being a- ground; finding 
that, thoug h ſhe remained there fix Hours, | 
having but eight Foot at Low- water, ſhe 
did not give above two or three Thumps 
and had not leaked; therefore r 


ſhe W ern 


e "75 


Ab Hino: in the Morning/ We were 
off of Dover, where our Pilot left us: To- 
wards Noon we had ſome. Squalls with 
dirty, 'rainy Weather, which made us fear 
we ſhould be obliged to put back again; 
and, ta render it yet more diſagreeable, I 
found, by this time, that the Ship's Motion 
began to affect me ſo much, that I had 
very little Inclination for my Dinner, more 
han ſeveral others of my Meſs- mates, the 
Number of whom I found to de Fifteen, 
viz. Meſf. Peiſley, Munn, Stuart,” Geekie, 
Lambert, Parſons, and Draper, who. were 
all Paſſengers, (the two firſt being deſigned 
5 3 25 
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I ſpent the Afternoon in finding out 1] 
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as Super- cargoes from Bombay to Mocha, 
and the reſt to ſettle at the former Place 
in the Company's; Serviee) Capt. Braumd, 
Mr. Lartins and Mr. Haddacł, chief and 

ſecond Mates, Mr. Aitebell Surgeon, Mr. 


 Brans: Purſer, Mr. Nin :Captain's:Clerk, 


and Meſſ. Hill and Miſgrave, Guinea Piggs. 


Cheſt, &c. and in getting my Hammock 
ready to put up at Night, by which time 1 
was immoderately Sea-ſfick ; but continued 
ſo, thank God, only thirty Hours: Whereas 


Mieſſ. Geekie, Parſons, and Lambert, were 


unhappy enough to have it for a Fortnight 
or three Weeks. Perſons with this Com- 
plaint are very ſeldom pitied, as it is never 
attended with any bad Conſequence, but, 
on the contrary, eſteem d to contribute very 
much to one's Health; yet I ſincerely be- 
lieve it is of all others the moſt intolerable. 
At Sun-ſet een _— 


Diſtance 's Leagues, 


By ert Day (the 27th) at Nene we 
had run 119 Miles, having ſteered S. W. 
byW:and W.S. W. with the Wind at S. &. E. 
and. S, by E. hazy Weather, hen Cape 
Bar fleur bore W. . * om $Leagues, 


but c 
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| ber the Wind ſhiftſig'46 che 8. E inithe 


Herr bor W: by $. Gſtchoe' 6 Lebe. 
vur rtf ct nite © 3 59} 07 gnrſ©og 
Tux next Day (Tueſday) at Sun-riſe, the 
Caſhutttr'S.W' by Wathe Body of the Hland 
of Aldefnty'8.-8; Vu. haf W. diſtant three 


A — SW. 

—— Was W. diſtanr flern the 
Cape — e bad Sourtings front 

25 1645 Fathom,” with light 'Gales; ſome 
Part Gal and fair Weather, run fo Logg 
44 Miles. — We hall a good View of che 
Country, diſcerning rd or three Galt" Vil 
lages and Churches which ſeemed vaſtly 
pleaſant, and to deſerve a leſs tyrannical 
Ruler; hut the Wind inelining tothe N W. 
in the "Evening | ſtogd over for our own 


Colby nd the eee e ivoid eee 
'the 


ful Rare, on which 'many 
Fanny Pee: ”" 0 9 VEE, BE 15 
ns ga tee anno 35 f 3 
1 bee hi had 46 Mild or 
Log, Beere W. N. W. & W. Towards 
Sun: ſet ir fell calm; at which time the Sar: 
Paint in Deoon/eire bore N. half E.  diftant 
8 Leagues; from whence we took our De- 


youu 9 
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em. N. and as the; Wind prgfently after 
ſptung vp. at N. F. jencreafing to ahnedes, 
ven gt (Galey LN » Farewel, t e 
pecting to ſee it again for many Years. 
dal ,9lt1t-au? 1s (NAD ya0 Mon AMT 

a sdssxt, Marning at Nines kept her 
W. A- Warthe Gale gomtinging, had run o 
Mites h N oon, and eck MDed-OufH Ave 
pretty clear of the Qhantwl, making Iedg . 
a0 in M. Meridian / Diſtance, . and not, 
veering-figm that Quarter till. Monday the 
zd of 4prib,, running, 180 Miles gen Day; 
at which / time were in Nat. A deg. 36min. 
Meridian Diſtance, ( dag 2.5 min WI from 
the Start, when the Wind ſhiſteg to the 
S. W. with hard- Sqvalls and: Rain, g m- 
pæuied uch: a great. Sea, Which gage the 
Ship pitch. very much, and. obliged to 
bringgo 9 or 12 Hours being now in the 
dered it very uncomfortable :. However, on 
Medneſday the 5th, the Wind came about to 
W. N. Wa ſettled five or HανEnDt Gale, Ohe 
Sea greatly abated, ftgergd $,/W.by:;$. and 
remained in that; Quarter: till the 7th 5., at 
Ships ſtanding, the fame. Way: ass e- did, 
made us vain enough to think e had al- 
7 d ready 
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ready over-taken the Warren and Saliſbury ; 
but, onm̃earing them, diſcovered they were 
Frchelii and took them to be bund for 
— — »M M5 dien $2 Deb $47 io 
a qniod yd eit bas . / g 2b © . 
et „ Wa had now got the — a- 
gain t pleaſant ſeven - knot an Hour Gale: 
anch fair Menther:ʒ / ſo that we ſet o ſtud- 
didp Sails, and that Afternoon fuer u Dutch 
Ship, which gave us Hopes of the Oppor- 
tunity of wtiting.;to! our Friends, as we 
wanted very much to acquaint them: with 
our Qui. ſet; but on ſpeaking to her, found 
ſh& was> bound to the Coaſt of gula for 
Slaves) and thence to the Weſt Þndies ; 
which as they make ſuch tedious Voyages, 
we did not doubt but our Letterswould get 
home7pethaps, as ſoon from Bonibej; there- 
fore contented ourſelves with defiring, if 
ſhe met with any Engl;/h Ship, to tell them 
where ſhe had ſeen us; and, having wiſh- 
ed her a good Voyage, in four or fe Hours 
we run her out of Sight; which gave us 
great Satisfaction, in that we hoped from 
thence, we failed" well, this een 
time we had of trying it. I * 471 | 
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Tan Weather e the ſame till 
Sunday the gth, when we were in the Lat. 
of 34 deg. 52 min. N. Meridian Diſtance 
9 deg. 23 min. W. and this Day, being fine 
Weather, the Captain ordered [Prayers to 
be read; which he declared he would al- 
mit; but e remarked in our Paſſage, that 


it was our foul - weather Day, having, only 


one more ſuch after that. The Purſer of. 
were obſerved —— Found ourſelyes at that 


time in a charming, pleaſant Climate, the 


Weather agrecably warm, and being: now 


| quite ſettled for paſſing, five. Months: in the 


watery Element, beg your Leave, Sir, to 


take Notice how Things — 


regarding * men oder ne 
Tur — . * wies — 
and the Purſer to preſide at the Tea - Table, 
we aflembled fifteen of us, as I before ob- 
ſerved, at Eight every Morning to Break- 
faſt in the Round-houſe, when we had 
always Tea, and — Chocolate; 
with Biſcuit and Butter in Plenty; ber 
did 


e BO AN It 


did we want Milk, having a ſine Goat that 
ſupplied us with it all the Puſffage: At 
Twelve we dined the Table being always 
ſerved with four to ſix Diſſies of freſh Pro- 
viſions, and equally well in regard to Drinkæ, 
having Wine, Punch, and Beer: In ſhort, 
we had every Thing we poffibly conld have, 
or the Shore could afford, except Greens 
and Fruit: At Four every Afternoon there 
was Tea and Coffee, but our Number be- 
ing too great to admit of us all, the fol- 
+ lowing partook of it with the Captain: 
Meſſ. Peiſſey, Mann, Stuart, the Doctor, 


Purſer, chief Mate and ſecond Mate, and | 


myſelf : Then at Eight we all met again 
at Supper, when we had generally one 
Diſh warm, with ſome Remains of the 
Dinner; and, before we ſeparated from 


= 


Dinner and Supper, we drank theſe three 


Toaſts; To all our abſent Friends ; To the 


Continuante aud Encregſe of the Mind, if 
it was ; or:To.a fair One, when it was 
nat ſo; and To 4 


Land we intended to make, — 1 muſt di- 
greſs a little more to inform you i in what 
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* N fair Weather (for when bene 
wiſe I Killed it as Well as I could) the 
— did was: to walls "Dock 
ing a — Ships. fad he” — 
tage of a very good Space from the Mizen- 
Maſt io the Main- Tack being near ſeventy 
and rea or vrrote till Dinner time; but it 
was ſelddom her Pitching or Rolling would 
admit the latter with any Pleaſure: Aſter 
that whs over, and I had taken tero or three 
Turns, I reſumed the ſame Employment 
till Tea from that to Six I walked again, 
finding it very heceſlary to uſe much Ex- 
erciſe. Then every other Night, when it 
was nut Mr. Larius Watch, play dat Whiſt 
with — yp rn and Mr. Geetie, till 
Supper; and, though we play d for nothing, 
were ũtvertheleſs attentive ; and which im- 
provrd me a good Deal in the Knowledge 
of that Game : But the Weather being ge- 
nerallychot, took it by Turns, Week about, 
to make 4 BDI of Punch at that Time. 
The Captain, Meſſ. Peſſſey, Mann, and the 
Doctor, made another Party. — On other 
Evenings we were entertained, either with 
| a Tune 
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2 Tune on the Violin by Mr. Stuart; or a 
Song: by the Purſer j and though neither to 
that Perfection as I had heard from Oęfeſch 
and Beard, yet, in our Circurnſtances, it 
was thought very agreeable. Mr. Peiſſey 
likewiſe ſometimes favoured us with a Song 
after Supper. Then, without the Night 

was very inviting indeed (which ſometimes 
tempted me to ſit up ihe Feſt Warts): I 
. eig V WA: . 885 01 


IT 


— to 3 As I 
obſerved, we were on the gth of April, in 
Lat. 34deg. 52min. N. having a fine ſteady 
Gale at N. E. with pleafant Weather and 
ſmooth Water, which continued till the tath; 
in which Interval ſteered 8. W. by S. and 
8. S. W. and run about 130 Miles per Day. 
At nine that Morning made two of the Ca- 
nary andi, bearing S. W. by W. about 
ſeven Leagues; but not having had a Ob- 
ſervation for two or three Days before, and 
the Top of the Land being obſcured by the 
Clouds, we could not be certain which of 
them they were, only gueſſed the largeſt to 
be either the P:ke of Teneriff, or the Grand 
Canary. This deprived us of the Satisfac- 
tion of correcting our Reckonings, as. alſo 
Haube of 
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it, being then in Lat. 6 deg. 34 min. N. 


ben be in theſe 
being much the moſt agreeable Part of any 


14 The Boſcawen's Voyage 
of ſeeing the higheſt arid moſt remarkable 
Land in the World. Our Latitude fer Ac- 

count was then 28 deg. 33 min. N. and 
Meridian Diſtance 10 deg. 5 5 min. W. 


from the Start; however, we had a freſh 


eight-knot Gale at N. E. to make us A- 


mends for it. The Land at Four in the 
Afternoon, bearing N. N. W. diſtant 15 or 


16 Leagues, ſteered to the 8. W. and had 
10 deg. 40 min. W. Variation. On Satur- 
day the 15th we croſſed the Tropick of 
Cancer; and, at the fame time, . 
che N. E. Trade- Wind, blowing in fine 
pleaſant Gales, with fair Weather and 
ſmooth Water; to which we carried all 
the Sail we could ſet, that we might, if 
poſſible, get a-head of the other Ships, 
which we had great Hopes of, as we run 
from 120 to 150 Miles per Day, till Sunday 
the 23d of April, when we had run through 


Meridian Diſtance 11 deg. 9 5 min. W. 
ee 


1 is is any | Pleaſure in gang it 
Trade Winds, 


in the Voyage, and — the Help of 
20 which 
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which, there would be no ſuch Thing as 
ing ſuch diſtant ones, as the time 
it would neceſſarihy take to encounter va- 
riable Winds — 0 it 
n 1 1 

iq or © 12923 

1 $noviy hies-obeved Beſte) That 
on lie 20 of ri we were in the La- 
maining Part of thedVoykge to e the 
Iſthmus of Sues in the Mediterrarican with, 
which alone prevents our going there in 
five or ſix Weeks inſtead of ſo many Months. 
Ehe next Day we looked out for the 
Cape de Verde Wands, but did not ſee them ; 
ſo Judge we went between them * the 


| 1 SHOULD likewiſe have obſerved, That 
on the 19th we paſſed the Sun being in 15 
Degrees North Latitude ; and from that 
time ſtanding South, where he had ſhed 
his Beams with the greateſt Influence, we 
found it infufferably hot; ſo that we were 
obliged to ſhake off our Cloth Waiſtcoats, 
 worſted Stockings, Blankets, c. and it was 
ſtill more ſo when we loſt the Trade, in 
running through which we ſaw ſome Tars 
DO 55 i tles 
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tles on Seat Tortoiſes / which are delicious 
Eating, but did not thifik it worth cur while 


to bring the Ship toꝭ to catch them. We 


ſaw very few Bonetit, Albicores, bt other 
Fiſh — met with in great. Hlenty 
except flying Fiſh : Theſe are very pretty, 
being from 6 to 20 Inches long; ſhaped like 
a Smelt, and have two Jong Fins which-en- 


able them to fly, a confiderable Way when 


cloſely purſued by the before - mentioned 
Fiſh that.. pie on them, the Duration of 
which continues, as L imagine, no longer 
than the Moiftare; of their Fins repells 
the circumambient Air; yet though Pro- 
vidence has furniſh'd them with ſuch means 
of eſcaping their Jaws, ſo hard is their Fate, 
that in avoiding them, they are oſten ſnapt 
up by the Men of War and other large Birds 
of Prey, which are continually, hovering a- 
bout the Surface of the Water for that Pur 
. A olten obſerved. CIFIC | l 2221990 ; 
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TAE N. E. Trade failing: on, the ag of 
April, as before obſerved; in Latitude 6 deg, 
34 min. N. we were from that Time 
troubled. with Calms and Tornados (as are 
always met with in this Part of the World) 
wok we Were taken up by the &. E * 


2 
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Wind, which we fell into on Wedneſday the 
zd of May. 


Db this Period we had it ſometimes 
calm, at others it would blow ſo violently in 
Squalls, which were generally between the 
South and Weſt; as to make the Ship run 
dine * Knots an Hour, attended with heavy 
Rain for Hours together, with Abundance 
of Thunder and Lightning ; add to this, a 
ſtrong 8. E. Current, which made us fear 
being driven ſo far to the Eaſtward into the 
Bite of Benin, as would endanger bur being 
becalmed in this ſhocking Latitude for ſome 
Weeks, as ſeveral Ships have been; and all 
this Time it was moſt ſultry hot, ſo that I was 
greatly moleſted with what is called the 
prickly Heat, which manifeſts itſelf in ſmall 
ſuperficial Eruptions all over the Body, and 
vaſtly i impatient of the 8. E. Trade-Wind, 
for, take it altogether, I really think this 
the moſt diſagreeable Part of the Voyage, 
not advancing above 20 or 30 Miles per 
Day, and had it dark between five and fix 
Clock. The only Occurrences that can 
be called pleaſant; are the beautiful clouded 
Skies we ſometimes ſee when it is fair. 


A Knot is a Mile. 
C Once 


/\ 
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Ober, it being perfectly calm, we — 
ered into the Sea a Bottle corked up, to try 
whether the Weight of the Water would 
farce the Cork into the Bottle, and, having 
let go 140 Yards of Line, found it did At 
other Times, when it rained exceſſive hard, 
we made the Boys roll themſelves in it upon 
Deck to clean them. In ſhort, we were 
glad to do any Thing to kill Time, but our 
chief Employment was in catching Sharks, 
of which there were one Day forty or fifty 
about the Ship, which confirmed us the 
more in our being too near the Coaſt of Gui- 
neg. I could not but behold theſe devouring 
Devils with great Horror, on thinking how 
they would tear and mangle one to Pieces: 
and the more ſo, as I had a very narrow Eſ- 
cape, a few Days before, from them. It was 
thus : The firſt we ſaw we were very buſy 
in the Balcony in looking at, and trying to 
catch them, as were ſeveral upon the Poop; 
now the Balcony in our Ship was taken off 
of the Round-Houſe, and conſequently did 
not project over the Stern, as moſt do; it 
was about three Feet wide, and fifteen beg 
in which we crouded about a Dozen of us; 
there e wasanarrow folding Door open into the 
Round- 
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Round-Houſe, as alſo ſome of the Windows 
next to it. While we were all taken up in 
ſeeing the Sharks about the Baits, one of 
the Hooks belonging to the People on the 
Poop, by a ſudden Jerk, run through the 
fleſhy Part of the Back of one about eight 
Feet long, and they being entirely ignorant 
how the Hook had taken, immediately be- 
gan to hawl him upon the Popp; and tho? 
the Captain ordered them to deſiſt, they 
were ſo regardleſs as not to attend to it, and 
had got him as high as the Balcony in an 
Inſtant : I was ſo lucky to be next the Door, 
and ſo got firſt into the Round-Houſe, others 
forced themſelves through the Windows. 
In ſhort, I never ſaw ſo much ſcuffling and 
Fright among any People in my Life, and 
can only be equalled by that which I con- 
ceive muſt be occaſioned by a Houſe being 
on Fire. In this Extremity 'not above a 
Third of us had freed ourſelves, and they 
had got the Shark up to the Taffaril, which 
is right over the Balcony, and, in endeavour- 
ing to force him over the carved Work a- 
bove it, what with his own Weight and 
violent ſtruggling he tore himſelf off the 
Hook, and very happily fell into the Sea; 
clear of the Balcony, or it is not to be ima- 
gined 
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gined whiat Miſery they would have been 


reduced to, it being impoſſiblè they could 
have extricated themſelves; for, had he 
tuinbled into the Balcony, he would cer- 
tainly have bit fome of their Limbs off, or 
have broke them by his flouneing about; 
or had they been able to ſwim, and, to avoid 
him, had jumped over-board, there were half 
a Seore more in the Water ready to devour 
them ; and, to make it worſe, there were 
fome Dozens of Bottles m the Balcony to 
confine them ſtill more; however, as it hap- 


 pened, they no ſooner recovered their Spi- 
Tits; but it occaſioned a loud Laugh; never- 


theleſs making me reſolve not to be ſo buſy 


at a Shark-catching again.—We enquired 


who was concerned in it, but could not find 
it out ; and the reſt they caught, they took 
Care to paſs a Rope round the Body, and 
hawl them up the Gangway, or to keep 
them ſo long in the Water after they were 
hooked, that they drowned themſelves; 
which occaſioned a good deal of Diverſion 
when we had two or three, by their buffet- 
ing one another, and gave us an Opportu- 
nity of ſtriking (with a Harpoon) the Pilot 
Fiſhes which conſtantly attend them. Theſe 
; +... aP 39 aro 
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are the Size of a Roach and very good Eat- 
ing. — One Sort of the Sharks are reckoned 
fit to eat, which are immediately cut to Pie- 
ces by the Sailors, while thoſe who can't get 
a Share, throw Buckets of Water on them. 
— We likewiſe got ſome Dolphins, 
(which are very good) They are caught 
by quickly ſkimming the Surface of the 
Water with a Hook, which is run through 
a Piece of Wax Candle, and a Feather ſtuck 
on each fide, to make it reſemble a Flying 
Fiſh. Theſe are from one to four or five 
Feet long, very ſlim, and well ſhaped, being 
the moſt beautiful Fiſh that ſwims, having 
as fine Colours and as great a Variety as any 
Bird. So much do the Sign-Painters wrong 
them! in their Deſcription. 


Ox Wedneſday the a of May, as dready 
obſerved, we got the S. E. Trade Wind in 
40 min. North, and the ſame day croffed the 
Equinoctial, (juſt 3 5 Days from our Depar- 
ture from the Channel) being x4 deg. 9 min. 
W. Meridian Diſtance from the Start, de- 
parting thence March 29, having about 
7 deg. W. Variation. The next Day, ac- 
cording to Cuſtom, all the People were muſ- 
tered to know how many had not croſſed it 
| C3 before, 


— 


— — 
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before, that they might forfeit each their 


| Bottle of Brandy and Pound of Sugar, or be 


ducked ; there were found to be 71, five of 


whom preferred the latter, therefore the 


Ship was immediately brought too, and it 
was done by making them faſt with a Rope 
round the Waiſt, 'and letting them fall ſouſe 
into the Water from the Main Yard Arm; 
which was repeated three times to each Per- 
ſon, and is at leaſt fifty Feet high. I was in 
ſome Fear for the firſt that underwent this 


' Diſcipline, as I thought it looked a good deal 


like an Execution, but found he regarded it 
ſo little, that the Moment he was aa, 


He coin; it, 


Or UR new Trade Wind continued to blow 
in pleaſant Gales, with fine temperate Wea, 
ther, we running from 100 to 120 Miles 

per Day, S. by W. and S. S. W. till the loth, 
at res Time being got into the Lat. of 
11 dep. 18 min. 8. Meridian Diſtance 
17 deg. 57 min. W. the Weather proved 
very ſquall andy unſettled, and the Wind 


came about to the S. W. and continued ſome 


Hours, which obliged us to tack, a Thing 
very uncommon in the Heart of a Trade; 


and when it ſhifted again, we often had it no 


farther 
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farther to the Eaſtward than S. S. E. for four 
or five Days, with very gloomy Weather, 
and a large head Swell, which made us ap- 
prehenſive we ſhould not be able to clear 
the Coaſt of Braz:l, in which caſe we ſhould 
have been obliged to ſtand to the Northward, 
fo, though in ſuch a vaſt Ocean, yet found it 
hardly wide enough for theſe Ships to tra- 
verſe ; but what gave us ſo much Uneaſineſs 
on the other Side the Line, for fear of being 
ſet too far to the Eaſtward by the Currents 
we met with, & now proved a great Conſo- 
lation to us, as we thereby gained ſo much 
to Windward. About the 16th it came to 
E. S. E. and blew much ſteadier, with fair 
Weather, till we loſt it on the 2oth about 
the Tropick of Capricorn, but upon the 
whole reckoned it a very unfavourable 
Trade. We had by this Time loſt Sight of 
the North Star, which was made up to us 
by ſeeing the Crofiers and Magellan Clouds, 
fo called from their being always in the Lat. 
of the Streights of Magellan. — Saw Bone= 
tas, Albicores, and other Fiſh and Birds, 
which are uſually met with in the Trade. 


* This, *tis to be feared, might be the Cauſe 4 
Loſs of mn 


84 AFTER 
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AFTER that, however, when we expec- 
ted to meet with Calms and variable Winds, 
till we ſhould get into 30 deg, where the 
N. W. and S. Weſters begin, had the Wind 
come about to the N. E. gradually encrea- 
ſingto an eight-knot Gale, and held for three 
or four Days with ſuch conſtant ſettl d Wea- 

ther and ſmooth Water, that we carried our 
top-gallant Sails and ſtuddihg Sails, ſteering 
8. E. but we made before then above 23 deg 
Meridian Diſtance Weſt from the Stare. 
So hard is it, that when bound to the Eaft- 
Indies we muſt go one half of the © Voyage 
to the Were. Eng, 


3 a good Lock out * the land of 
Trinidada, which we were certain could not 
be far off, not only from the Variation we 
made, but the vaſt Flocks of Birds we . 


Tuts fine Wind, thi, we were fo AS 
nate to meet with, had by the 24th of May 
brought us into the Lat. of 32 deg. S. from 
that to Sunday the 28th, had E, S. E. Winds 
and unſettld Weather, with ſome Squalls and 
Rain, in which Space we bent the beſt Suit 
of Sails, let up the Rigging, reeved a new 
Tiller- 


n - 
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Tiller-Rope, hung the Chains to ſecure tko 


Rudder, put up the dead Lights, ſhut in all 
the half Ports, which made us as dark as a 


Dungeon, laſhed all the Moveables, and in 
every Shape prepared for encountering the 
boiſterous Gales and large Seas we expected 
to have in running down our Eaſting. Ac- 
cordingly a freſh N. Weſter coming on that 
Day, we began to compute how) long we 
ſhould be to the Cape, from whence we rec 
koned ourſelyes full 40 deg. the moſt ſan 
guine allowed a Fortnight, being then in 
Lat. 35 deg. 20 min. S. between which 
and 34 we kept her, finding we had there 
Wind ſuffieient, running every day till we 


made it from 1 50 to upwards of 200 Miles 
n | | A #. 4 


Wr were now advanced into the not | 
tireſome Part of the Voyage; for, as an Ad- 
dition to the Wind, we had very large Seas, 
hard Squalls, abundance of Rain, Hail, Thun- 


der and Lightning, with ſhort Days, (Sun x 


ſetting between 4 and 5) and diſmal cloudy, 


cold Weather, fo that we could very well 


bear our European Dreſs again; but what 
rendered it moſt uncomfortable, there was 


no pc thing as ſtanding or ſitting without 


continually 


ILL 
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continually taking faſt hold of ſome fixed 
Body, from the Ship's conſtantly rowling 
almoſt Gunwall to. We were fort d at Meals 
to fit upon the Deck with every one his 
Diverſion from our beihg toſſed from one 
a great Havock among the Glaſſes, Cups, Te. 
A Night were always kept awake, cho 
we laid in Hammocks, elther from the 
Ship's violent Apitations, the Sea's beating 
in, or ſomething giving way; but, indeed, 
that too, now and chen, contributed to divert 
5, I remember on one of them, the ſteer - 
age Ladder got looſe, having # the fame 
time a Caſc of Liquors laſhed to it, and kept 
exact Time with the Ship's rowling, in rum 
bling from Side to Side, cruſhing all the 
ſmall Boxes to Atoms that Rood in its Way, 
till the People could be ſpared to ſecure it; 
butt had the Satisfaction in theſe hard Gales 
to fd the Ship had the good Quality of an- 
Eg her Helm extremely well. 


Saw berkboacs me Srimpults; a great” 
many Albatraſſes, Pintadapor. painted Birds, 
and Preftor John's Geeſe, Birds always met 
Es in TURES high Southern Latitudes. The 

Aulbatraſſes 
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Albatraſſes are very ugly, having ſometimes 
Wings which ſpread 15 Feet, but a ſmall 
Body, with white and brown Feathers, ſo 
that it flies vaſtly faſt. The Pintada's, or 
painted Birds, are very pretty, being ſpotted 
with a clear black and white, are the Size of 
a Pidgeon, and like all other Sea Birds, 
| web-footed : We caught ſeveral with a 
Hook and Line, and Piece of Porx. 


IRA now to take Notice of the Ad- 
vantages we reaped by being in a threes 
decked Ship, which; beſides that of a fine 
long Walk, are ſeveral others more'materials 
as, having twice the Room for the Peo- 
ple's Hammocks, their being ſheltered from 
the Sea, the Conveniency of the Officers 
running fore and aft in an Inſtant upon any 
Weathers. Beſides, I verily believe it to ad 
to the Safety of a Ship, for when a Sea 
broke in thereabouts, I mean at Midſhips, 
the Gunwall not being more than a Foot 
above it, it paſſed off immediately ; whereas 
in a Two-decker the Waſte is entirely open 
to it, and, when full, contains ſo great a Bo- 
dy of Water, as makes them liable to fatal 
Conſequences. — They, indeed, can ſtow 
all their Boats there, and we were obliged 

8 


J 


28 TheBoſcawen's V. gyage 


| to have one laſhed over ths Gratings on the 
Quarter Deck; but that is ſuch a trifling 


Advantage, i in Compariſon to thoſe far ſupe- 
riour of ours, that I ſhall wonder if the Com- 
pany don't order all their on to — 
in : the fame Manner. 1 


on dbe 6th of une we for Sail 21555 
Way a-head, which gave us great Hopes of 
having overtaken one of our Conſorts; but, 
peking with her, proved to be a Durch 
Ship bound to Batavia. "She had the Com- 
plaiſance, on diſcovering us, to bring to, 
and hoiſt her Colours, which moſt of them 


will not deign to do, and his Behaviour was 


ſo remarkably genteel, I muſt do him the 
Juſtice to relate it. — She was called the 
Aunſteen, Capt. Barrow, Commander, and 
had been three Months and a half from 


Holland, obſerved one of his Quarter-Galle- 


ries had been carried away, yet, tho' they 
had made ſo long a Paſſage his Men were in 
Health ; who, as near as we could gueſs, 
were three times our Number, tho' a much 


| leſs Ship, therefore ſuppoſed were to recruit 


their Garriſons. He deſigned to put into 
the Cape of Good, Hope, but as we did not 
2 there would be a Ship there for a 

long 


„% BOMBAY. 29 


long Time, homeward bound, to forward a- 
ny Letters, contented ourſelves with infor- 
ming him who we were; and, as our Courſe 
was more Southerly, wiſhed him a good 
Voyage, and after his returning the like 
Compliment, were going to crowd away, 
when we were prevented by his going upon 
the Poop with a Bottle and Glaſs, and drink- 
ing our Healths. We ranged ourſelves a- 
long the Ship's Side and in the Shrouds, and 
gave him three Cheers, which he likewiſe 
returned. At the ſame Time we were en- 
tertained with the Fife and Tabor (the moſt 
agreeable Sound we had heard a long Time) 
and he ſaluted us with 9 Guns, which we 

anſwered, and then he gave us one more, 
being an extraordinary high Compliment. 

— Thus we parted from Mynheer with vaſt 


Admiration, as his Countrymen are not- 


commonly known to be over and above guil- 


ty of ſuch Civilities; therefore I concluded 


him to be an honeſt Stadtholder's Man, and 
ſhould have been very glad to have accom- 
-panied. him into that moſt delightful Place, 
which abounds with all Manner of Refreſh- 
ments; for, by this Time, tho we were all 


well, which I believe the People's Forfei- 


tures, as managed, and our Ventilator con- 


tributed 


w 
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tributed greatly to, they having had Punch 
twice or thrice a Week ſince we were upon 
the Line, begun ta be tired of the Sea, and 
with for ſome Oranges, Greens, &c. | 


| AnD now, as we approached the Cape, be- 
ing, by our reckoning, 430 Miles diſtant, 
and by the Dutchmar?s 720 (but from the 
high Variation eſteemed our own the beſt), 
we were ſurprized to find the Weather vaſt- 

ly more moderate with ſmooth Water, inſo- 
much that we carried our ſtudding Sails and 
top-gallant Sails, which gave us great Hopes 

we ws ſhould paſs this Corner of Land, ſo fa- 
mous for bad Weather, very quickly, tho” 
it was the Depth of Winter. Accordingly 
on the Toth of June, at 8 in the Morning, 
we got Soundings on the Cape Bank, 92 Fa- 
thom, ſeeing at the fame Time Gannets (a 


good deal like Wild Geeſe) and Trunk 


Weeds, which are infallible Signs of it. We 
then hauled up to make the Land, and a 
Gallon of Brandy being offered to thoſe who 
ſhould ſee it firſt, about Noon diſcovered 
Cape Legulias, or Cape L' Aguillas, ſignifying 
| (from its ſeveral projecting Spires, as named 
by the Portugueſe, its firſt Diſcovereres, An- 
no 1498) the Cape of the Needles, the extreme 
Part 
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Part of Africa bearing N. E. half E. diſtant 
7 Leagues, from whence took our Depar- 
ture, it lying in Lat. 35 deg 20 min. 8. 
Meridian Diſtance from the Start 18 deg. 
50 min. E. Found the Ship two Degrees 
a-head of our Reckoning, therefore thought 
the Current we had on the other Side the 
Line, ſet us fo much farther to the Faſt; 
ward than we allowed for. | 


Wr had then a fine freſh Gale, ſteered 
S. E. by E. running 194 Miles by the next 
Time the Wind and Sea were both riſen to 
ſuch à prodigious violent Degree, that it 
commenced a Storm, and continued with e- 

qual Fury till Monday Afternoon; beſides 
which, we had every now and then ſuch 
Guſts of Wind with Rain as exceeds all De- 
ſeription in Writing. The Sea too ſurpaſ- 
ſedl any that ever any of us had ſeen before, 
in Reſpect of Danger, the Tongue or Pen 
can convey but faint Images of this Picture; 
for it did not take a long Scope in breaking 
and diſcharging its Rage, as it moſtly does 
in this Part of the World, but as ſoon as it 
had roſe to its greateſt Height, ſlap it came 
a us ; and tho the Wind very fortunately 

did 
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did not vary from W. N. W. all the Time; 
yet it run counter, which we attributed to 
being on the Bank, and were very happy in 
chis Partieular; for the oppoſite Point was 
the Courſe we wanted to ſteer, tho had it 
been any other, ever ſo much out of the 
Way, we muſt have ſcudded before it. We 
atried the Sprit-ſail, Fore-fail, and Fore- 
top=ſfail, treblereev'dto it, and run 214 Miles. 
About 4 in the Afternoon we ſhipt a Sea on 
the ſtarboard Quarter, the Force of which 
carried all the Men from the Helm, tho 
there were fix at it, but having the Quarter 
Maſters to dire& her in the Gun Room, it 
proved of no bad Conſequence; it alſo car- 
ried away the ſtarboard Gallery, entire, and 
wrung off the Heads of the Iron Hooks, to 
which the Yawl was laſhed on the Gratings 
on the Quarter Deck, and ſtove her all to 
Pieces againſt the Guns. Two of our Peo- 
ple being in the Way, one had a Rib broke, 
and the other his Foot cruſhed to Mummy. 
Several others were hurt,- and, I can aflure 
you, the ſtouteſt thoroughly ſenſible of our 
melancholy Situation. At this Time Meſſ. 
Man, Stuart, and myſelf, were ſitting on the 
ſtarboard Side of the Steerage, when ſhe 
heeled ſo _— as to force us from our Hold 
to 


2 
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to the oppoſite Side, ſo quickly, that the 
former put his Elbow out by catching at 
a Stanchan, the other got a large Cut in the 
Calf of his Leg, and myſelf a very bad 
Bruiſe on mine by ſome Cheſts giving way, 
and received ſuch a Quantity of Water, 
that we thought Old Ocean was coming 
down the Hatchway. Upon this we im- 
mediately went into the Round-houſe as 
the moſt ſecure Part of the Ship, and was 
preſently join'd by the reſt. of our Meſſ- 
mates, as the beſt Service we Lumber: of 
Paſſengers could do her, was to get out of 
the Sailors Way. Here we ſat penſive, 
ſurrounded in the Billows of this dark 
and tempeſtuaus' Night, keeping almoſt a 
profound Silence, occaſioned by the diſ- 
mal Situation we- were in. At Seven we 
received a ſecond Sea on the ſtarboard 
Quarter, which forced all the People a ſe- 
cond time from the Helm, and in Conjunc- 
tion with the Deep-heel it gave her, ſent 
the foremoſt. Gun on the larboard Side of 
the Quatter-deck oyer-board, though it laft 
the Carriage entire, and the Forelocks 
hitch'd;j therefore the Nuts, which ought 
to have been the ſtrongeſt, muſt have gi- 
ven way; demoliſh'd the Coops and all the 

a D Poultry 
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Poultry, both there and on the Poop; and 
drove a Cheſt of Wine from under the Aun- 
ing, which hurting ſome of the People, 
their Cries made me in the Round-houſe 
imagine it was owing to their Apprehen- 
fions of Danger ; and, as ſhe laid down in 
ſuch a Manner, I really thought the great 
Deep was every Moment going to ſwal- 
low us up; and having a long dark Night 
coming on, I expected every ſucceeding 
one to ſhip another Sea, or hear of ſome 
other direful Diſaſter, which would bring 
on our total Deſtruction ; ſuch as bringing 
her Head to the Sea from the Difficulty of 
ſteering her properly ; the Mafts, Sails, Rig- 
ging, or a hundred other Parts of the Tac- 
kle giving way, or the Deck being ſtove in ; 
but, Thanks to him to whom the Winds 
and the Seas are obedient, nothing of this 
kind happen'd ; which cauſed my now be- 
wilder d Imagination to recur to the inimi- 
table deſcriptive View of his Power in the 
2ozthPlalm ; nor did we receive another 
Sea till Eight in the Morning, which came 
right. Aft, drove in one of the dead Lights 
in the great Cabbin, ſhattered the larboard 
Gallery, and ſhook the Stern in ſuch a a 
ban eg that it was the Carpenters Opi- 

nion, 
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nion, another ſuch would have drove it 
quite in, which would have laid us under 
the Neceſſity of attempting to bring her to, 
though in doing of which we ſhould have 
ſtood an almoſt certain Chance of periſhing. 
This (let my Thanks again be offered up 
to him who alone rules the Ragings of the 
Sea,) proved the laſt ; yet, as I obſerved 
before, neither the Wind nor the Sea a- 
bated till the Afternoon, when Part of the 
Crew were allowed to reſt themſelves, and 
I muſt fay, in Honour due to the Captain 
and Officers, they ſhewed themſelves quite 
throughout this moſt difficult Encounter, 
vigilant, dexterous, and ſkillful Seamen; 
and can only farther add, in Relation to 
the Sea, that if I had not ſeen it, I could 
not have believed it poſſible to have had 
ſuch an amazing Force ; and, ſurely, the 
Sound and Horror of its breaking in is, of 


all others, the moſt dreadful. 


We had fat up all the laſt melancholy 
Night, and were by this time, as you'll eaſily 
think, very much enclin'd to ſleep, but found 
all our Bedding below wet, for ſhe had la- 
hour d ſo much, that the Water had forced 
| itſelf in almoſt at every Seam: However, Mx 
D 2 Peiſſey 
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Peiſley + was ſo kind to lend me a pure warm 
Turkiſh Cloak, lined with Fur, with nich 
he had travelled over Land from India two 
Years before; and, wrap'd in that, I laid 

myſelf down on the Deck in the Round- 
houſe, and, conſidering the Force of the Paſ- 
ſion that had ſo lately diſturbed my Imagi- 
nation, had a very refreſhing Sleep, tho 
I found my Bones pretty ſore for it the 
next Morning. The reft likewiſe diſpoſed 
of themſelves there in the beſt Manner 
they could, and the next Morning (being 
Tueſday) it was fair Weather, when every 
Body got their Cloaths and Bedding hung 
out to dry, that we looked as if we had 
been on a ſudden metamorphoſed i into Mon- 


mouth-ſtreet. 


Tur Carpenters were now immediately 
ſet about refitting the Stern and Galleries, 
and the Seamen in ſplicing and reparing 
ſuch other Parts of the Ship's Furniture 
as belon ged to * Province. 


Fon all this, * Sea, to my great Sur- 
prize, is not without its Admirers, one of 
whom, Mr Hill, who tho' born to a For- 
tune often or twelve thouſand Pounds, in- 
ein — dependent 
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dependent of any Body, was not eaſy till 


be got a-board a Ship; but, I believe, 


this gentle Gale has cooled his Paſſion for 
it ſo much, that he will hardly go again; 
and here I cannot forbear obſerving how 
differently two of our Boys were affected; 
one deſiring a Prayer-Book to pray for all 
the Ship's Company, and the other, who 
belonged to our Table, expreſſing his Fear, 
that as the Fire was put out, he could not 
have any Thing but Cheeſe and Biſcuit 
for his Supper, 


Wer were very unfortunate in meeting 
with this Storm in ſuch a critical Time 
and Place ; for, I believe, the Sun- being 
that Day on the North Tropick, making 
it with us the Turn or Change of the 
Monſoon, and being a Saturday's Moon, 
(which Seamen remark always brings bad 
Weather) influenced the Wind, as much 
as our being on the Bank did the Sea. x 


Wr hauled to the Northward as foon as 
poſſible, in order to get out of the Reach 
of ſuch a tempeſtuous Climate ; and it con- 
tinuing a freſh Gale, found ourſelves on 
the 16th in Lat. 30 deg. South, Meridian 

D 3 Diſtancg 


38 The Boſcawen's Voyage 

Diſtance from Cape Leghilles 14 deg; Eaſt; 

when the Wind veered to the N. E. and 
remained in that Quarter till the 24th, 
with frequent Squalls and Rain, and a 

large Head-ſwell, which made the Ship  - 
| n= much: We alſo found a ſtrong ſou- 

therly Current, ſo that wwe got but four De- | 
grees to the Northward in eight Days. 

We ſtood ſometimes on dne Tack, and then 

on the other; but was ſo circumſtanged as 

made the Continuance of this foul Wind 

very uneaſy to us; for, to go to the South 

or Weſt was out of our Way, and we durſt 

not ſtand far to the Eaſtward, leſt we ſhould 

run without the Iſland of Madagaſcar. 


DOs the 17th, after reeving the Topſails, 
one of our People, in order to get. down 
firſt, jumped from the Top with Deſign to 
catch hold of the Back-ſtay ; but, miſſing 
it, fell upon the Quarter-deck ; by which 
Accident he broke his Thigh and fractur- 
ed his Skull, which render'd him ſpeech- 
lefs, and he died in eight Hours, — The 
-next Day we committed his Body to the 
Pe the Purſer performing the Service. 


f 


O 
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O the 24th, when the Wind came a- 
bout to the Southward, and we were going 
to crowd away, we had the Vexation to 
find the Main- topmaſt ſprung ; however, 
they made ſuch Diſpatch to get it down 
and to rig another, that in twelve Hours a 
new one was fixed; and, expecting to 
make the Iſland of Madigaſeer in two or 
three Days, got the Cables bent, and the 
Anchors over the Side to be in neee | 
10 £0 in caſe of need. 2 


on dhe yy in the vid theWind 
being at S. S. E. we kept her cloſe to it, in 
order to make St Auguſtin s Bay, which lies 
directly under the South Tropic. At Night 
we ſhorten d Sail, and kept the Lead go- 
ing, but had no Ground 70 Fathom: The 
next Day at Noon, found ourſelves to the 
Northward of that Port, making by Obſer- 
vation 23 deg. 2 min. however, continued 
keeping cloſe to the Wind, going 5 Knots 
till Sun-ſet ; but not ſeeing Land, laid her 
to with her Head to the S. W. judging our- 
ſelves but thirteen Leagues from Madagaſ- 
car, and ſounded every Hour, but had no 

Ground with 80 Fathom of Line. 
94 Ar 
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Ar Six the next Morning (June 29.) 
made Sail, the Wind being at S. E. and fair 
Pleaſant Weather; and at Eight fa, the 
Land, or rather the Trees on it; for it was 
ſo very low, that we could not ſee that till 
ſome time after: It then bore E. N. E. 
which was right a-head; but we immedi- 
ately bore away N. and N. by E. going then 
ſix Knots. At Eleren we ſteered N. E. by 
N. and at Twelve N. E. At half paſt Ten 
it bore from S. S. E. to S. E. by E. diſtant 
ten or eleven Miles; and at Noon it bore 
South, diſtant ſix Leagues. We made then 
by Obſervation 22 deg. 10 min. South, 
Meridian Diſtance from A agel 29 
. ** min. Eaſt, H wi 


Wer did pe doube, at 65! making hi 
Land; but that it was Madagaſcur; 
finding about Eleven, that we did — 8 
riſe farther a-head, and there being no deep 
Bays about that Part of the Iſland, we began 
to miſtruſt it was the Bafſas de India, lying 
two Degrees Weſt of it; in which we were 
confirmed at Noon by our Obſervation and 
Courſe. It is extremely well laid down in 
the Chart, as to its Latitude, but not pro- | 


perly 
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perly deſcribed, as from it we imagined the 
Baſſas de India to be nothing but a Rock; 
whereas it is a pretty large Iſland, extend- 
ing from North to South, at leaſt fix or 
eight Miles. It is very low next the Sea, 
and but a very little Riſing any where, has 
a large Range of Trees along the. Coaſt ; 
and, by what we could perceive with our 
Glaſſes, the Ground had a tolerable Ver- 
dure ; but a very great Surff, almoſt all 
round it, and many Breakers off it, make 
it extremely dangerous for a Ship to fall 

in with it in the Night; ſo that we rejoiced 
that we had laid her to ſo early as Sun-ſet 
the Night before, With her Head off Shore; 
for we were then ſo near, that had the Ho- 
riſon been clear, its probable the Man from 
the Maſt- head might have diſcerned it. 
But there was one Circumſtance gave us 
great Concern, when we found it to be the 
Baſſas de India, which was, our bearing a- 
way from it immediately ; for about Ten, 
' ſeveral of the Crew faid they ſaw a Smoke, 
which, as we took the Land for Madagaf- 
car, did not regard ; but at Noon, when 
wie were too far to Leeward to beat up for 
ſome Days, conſider'd, if there really was 
a Smoke, it muſt have been a Signal made 
us 
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ub by forme People in Diſtreſs, who had 
had the Misfortune to be wrecked on ity as 


vas the Swſex, one of the Company's Ships, 


= few Years apo, ſince chere is no Account 
of its being inhabited ; therefore very poſ- 
fbly might have found them to belong to 
the Northampron or Prince of Orange, who 
had run ofi it in their Way to Madagaſ- 
dar; or; more likely, the Dolphin, which is 
a mliſfing Ship this Vear / and bound to Bom- 
buy, thu People of whom, if they had not 


en Opportunity of ſaving a Boat to croſs o- 
ver to that Iſland, muſt remain there with- 
out Relief; Which all 


Re all Ships, from its be- 
ing ſo hazardous a Place to fall in with, 


take great Pains to avoid, and which we 
ſhould have done, if the ſtrong ſoutherly 
Cutrents we met with a Week before, had 
riot likewiſe ſet us to the Weſtward. That 


Evening found by an Amplitude the Varia- 


tion to be W 55 min. Weſt. 


Ou ene ed theres NE: by 


E. and had moderate 8. W. Winds, with 
charming fair Weather, and remarkably 
| ſmooth Water (occaſioned from our being 


in ſo narrow a Paſſage) till we ſaw the 
Iſiand Jeanne, one of the four which lies 
between 
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between the N. W. fide of Madagaſcar and 
the Continent of Africa, but found a Cuts 
rent all ny * to the N, W. | 


In this Interval the Boats dds 
and other Preparations made for going into 
Port, „ e | 
ies —— n 

Tur qd of ue Wt we laid R 
being near the Latitude of the Iſlands, and 
by Ten the next Morning ſaw Mabilla bear- 
ing North, diſtant — or eight Leagues, 
having a fine fair Wind and moderate Wea- 
ther, ſtood in with the Land all Night. At 
Eight next Morning (Oui g.) anchor'd in 
the Bay in fourteen Fathom Water, about 
half a Mile off Shore, being equally diſtant 
from the Town and the Watering-place. 
We could not help admiring the odd ro- 
mantic Look of this Place, being very moun · 
tainous next the Sea, but yet entirely cover- 
ed with Trees and Verdure, 


F ouUND only a fmall Mooriſb Ship from 
Surat here, who had been four Months 
to take in a Cargo of Cowries ; therefore, 

flatter'd 


— 
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flatter d cee we were ous of * o⸗ 
other Ships. 7. 4 Ty 1 0 
W. V ach ot 9011239: 

By the time we came to an ee the 
Prince, (che King being op in he Country) | 
ſent off to. welcome us, telling us, in the 
uſual, Manner, that the Jabanna Men 
eſteemed the Engl, iſh as their Brothers, and 
that he, the King, would wait upon the 
Captain in the Afternoon; ſoon after, we 
Had the. Ship as full of Black People as ever 
the could-hold, ho came off in Canoes, | 
| with Oranges, Limes, &c. Fruit, which we 

eagerly. devoured, giving them in Exchange 
ſmall Knives, Tobgcca, Bags. (or Clouties, 
as they call them,) or ſome ſuch Trifles, 
and was highly diverted with their broken 
Engliſh, they not knowing for ſix Words 
together, how to explain themſelves with- 
out repeating the Verb have; as for Inſtance, 
when they wanted ſomething in exchange 
for a Parcel of Oranges, they would fay, 
you bdve for Orange, 1 have want Fw Clouty, 
and ſo on, 


| EE Dinner, the Nequedah (or Maſter) 
of the Mooriſh Veſiel, and Supra-Cargoes, 
came on board to pay their Compliments 
to 
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to the Captain, bringing with them (as is 
uſual with all the Eaſtern People) a Preſent 
of a Goat and ſome Fruit, the Value of 
which we returned four- fold. From them 
we heard the Bombay News, to the time 
they left the Coaſt ; when I had the Satiſ- 
faction to hear all my Friends were well, 


but that Mr Marſh was dead, and Mr Dor- 
rill ſent up Chief of Surat in his room. 


As ſoon as they were gone, Meſſ. Pei- 
Ney, Mann, Stuart, Geekie, and myſelf, be- 
ing vaſtly impatient to get on Shore, went 
to the Town to fee the Prince and Gover- 
nor. Here I found a Parcel of little Stone- 
Houſes, about ten times as bad as thoſe at 
Brentford, tho the principal ones on the 
Iſland. When we got to the Prince's, he 
was fitting in a miſerable little Virando or 
Piazza; and, after Compliments had paſſed, 
he enquired after the Captains and other his 
Acquaintance who had been there, was ve- 
ry glad to hear of the Peace, as the Ships 
might come in more conſtant, and was valt- 
ly inquiſitive, whether We or the French 
made the firſt Overtures. He treated us 
with Dates, Sugareandy, and Cocoanuts ; 
and after fitting half an Hour, we went to 
the 


E 
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the Governors, where we met with the 
fame Entertainment. I could not help ob- 
ſerving the Poverty of theſe two great Men, 


and their Fondneſs of our European Trifles, 


for they had got Bottles, earthen Cups, &c. 
hung up againſt the Wall by way of Or- 
nament, and ſeemed to ſet as high a Va- 
lue upon them as we ſhould on one of Ra- 
phael's Pictures. From thence we walked 


a little way into the Country, which we 


found to be vaſtly pleaſant and fertile, and 
return'd on board about Supper-time. 
þ. 7-07 

Tur next Morning we went on Shore 
again, and were employ d all Day, having 
carried Victuals for that Purpoſe, in pitch- 
ing a Tent near the Watering - place, where 
we might always reſort in the Day-time, 
and got the Prince to order a Cow to be 
brought every Afternoon, that we might re- 
gale ourſelves with a Syllibub. The Spot 


wee Choſe was ſhaded by a Number of Co- 


coa- nut Trees; we had one Way a fine 
Rivulet running by us, and a View of the 


Sea and Ship; and the other, a Proſpect of 


the Country. - 


THE 


7 
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Tux 7th the Captain and all our Meſſ- 
mates dined at the Tent, when ſome Wa- 
gers of Liquors were paid relating to the 
time of our Arrival here, though the prin- 
cipal One of three Dozen of Claret was 
carried away with the ſtarboard Gallery in 
the Gale of Wind off the Cape. But in the 
Evening, when we wanted to-go on Board, 
we learnt the Long-boat and Pinnace were 
ſent a Wooding, and the Surff roſe fo high, 
that only the Captain, Doctor, and Purſer, 
cared to venture in the Jolly-boat, who 
promiſed to ſend the Pinnace as ſoon as ſhe 
- returned to the Ship ; but not arriving by 
nine or ten o'Clock, I began to wiſh I had 
gone off with them, as we were likely to 
be obliged to ſpend the Night there, it be- 
ing an ugly Way to the Town along the 
Beach, over monſtrous large Stones ; and, 
even there, could not tell whether we could 
get into a Houſe ; therefore we made a great 
Fire, drank a few Bottles of Wine that were 
left, and kept moving about to prevent 
catching cold; but by Twelve the Wind 
had riſen very high, and it began to pour 
| down Rain in ſucha manner as I never ſaw 

in my Life 2 without the leaſt Inter- 


miſſion 
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miſſion till Sun-riſe. This put out our Fire; 
Candle we had none, and * Tent, which 
was only a ſtudding Sail raiſed upon two 
Pair of Shears, I expected to be every 
Minute blown down; it alſo letting in 
the Rain like a Sieve ; ſo that we were all 
preſently wet to the Skin, and the Ground 
overflowed Ancle-deep.— Thus, I may ſafe- 
ly ſay, I never paſſed a more uncomforta- 
ble Night (excepting that of the 11th of 
June) thinking every Minute an Hour, 
till, to our great Joy, the Pinnace came a- 
bout five o Clock, and carried us on board, 
ſhe being only a little before arrived at the 
Ship.—After ſhifting I went immediately to 
Bed, expecting nothing leſs than to riſe 
with a dreadful Cold; however, was lucky 
enough not to be in the leaſt out of Order, 
having falling into a profuſe Sweat: But 
what made it ſtill worſe, the Captain was 
the next Day to make a Treat on board for 
the King and all the Royal Family ; and 
our Curioſity being great, we were obliged 
to get up at Ten, in order to receive : his 
* and Royal Retinue. 


| 897 Noon he came on board, mak- 
ing a moſt hideous Noiſe with his Tom- 
Toms, 
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Toms, or Drums, which, according to an- 
tient Cuſtom of the Eat, are moved by 
Pulſation of the Hands, attended by the 
Prince, Duke, Governors of the ſeveral 
Towns, Cc. to the Number of 10 or 12, 
on which we hoiſted our Colours, and ſa- 
luted him with five Guns; when being 
conducted into the Round-houſe, he aſked 
how we had left his Brother, King George, 
and all the Royal Family, and Particulars 
of the European News, expreſſed great Sa- 
tisfaction on hearing of the Peace, as it 
would again bring our Ships there every 
Vear, and told the Captain his Iſland ſhould 
be at his Command in whatever he might 
want for the Ship's Uſe. Then Dinner 
being ſerved (when great Plenty was pro- 
vided) they all eat very hearty, or, I may 
more properly ſay, very greedily, but would 
not drink any thing ſtronger than Sherbet 
and Dinner was no ſooner over, than his 
Majeſty got up to Prayers, being all very 
ſtrict Mabometans. Accordingly he kneeled 
juſt by us, bowed his Head down to the 
Deck ſeveral times, and mutter'd ſomething 
to himſelf for five or ſix Minutes; but I 
am very much afraid, that this proceeded 
as much out of Oſtentation as ſincere De- 
E votion, 


2 


50 Ve Boſcawen's Voyage 


votion, having obſerved that he often look - 
ed aſide to ſee if we took any Notice, and 
thereupon ſeemed to be more earneſt. In 
the Afternoon they ſaw ſome Goods for 
Sale, but bought little except Iron, which 
they are in great Want of. The Captain 
made them a Preſent of ſome odd Things 
they fancied, and about Sun-ſet they went 
aſhore in the Pinnace, entertain'd with the 
ſame Muſick which they brought a- board, 
and we ſaluted them as before, being hear- 
tily glad we had got over ſuch a trouble- 
ſome Day. — From my mentioning the 
Manner of their Living on Shore, you will 
judge this is mere Mock-majeſty; but was 
ſurpriſed to find they were as mean as poor, 
not being above begging even a Pewter-dith 
or Plate; however, they dreſſed themſelves 
out tolerably, and, in other reſpects, beha- 
ved ſo.— His preſent Majeſty is a middle- 
aged Man, and has a very good Perſon ; 
but, contrary to the Cuſtom in theſe abſo- 
lute Monarchies, has very little Power over 
his Subjects; ſo that, with great Propriety 
it may be ſaid, here is no King in Jjrael. 


Dux the reſt of our Time here, we 
went 3 as much as we could; but 
7 — hives, 
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however, always took care to ſecure a Boat 
to come off, and one day got a conſidera- 
ble way up into the Country a-ſhooting, at 
which was highly delighted, not only from 
the Sport we had, but the Proſpect of a 
vaſtly fertile, pleaſant Iſland ; we had pro- 
vided ourſelves with Cheeſe, Biſcuit, Punch, 
_&c. fo advanced at leaft fix Miles Inland, 
and found it very hilly; yet, notwithſtand- 
ing, the Soil ſo very rich, that it was every 
where crouded with Plenty; ſuch as Pine- 
Apples, Pomegranates, Bananas, Oranges, 
Limes, Cocoanuts, Callavances, &c. which 
all grew wild. The Valleys were full of 
Fowl, as Guinea-hens, Doves, and other 
Birds; of which we killed ſeveral, as we 
ranged about without Fear of meeting with 
any wild Beaſts or Snakes, and ſaw one very 
great Curioſity of its kind, being a large 
Caſcade, which is reported to be a Mile 
perpendicular; and, indeed, I believe no 
Place abounds more with pretty Streams 
and Rivulets, not being able ſcarcely to go 
half a Mile without croſſing one. 


Tanis Ifland, as I obſerved, lies about 
Midway between the North End of Mada- 
gaſcar, and the Continent of Africa, being 

E 2 : in 
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in Sight of three more, Mobilla, Mayotte; 
and Comero, and in the Latitude of 12 deg. 

South; the Compaſs of it is about 50 Miles, 
and contains 50,000 Souls, Half of whom, 
it is computed, are Madagaſcar Slaves. 
They are a very courteous, good-natured 
People, but vaſtly indolent, or the Soil and 
Climate is ſo fertile, they might produce 
any Thing, being poſſeſſed of two Articles 
alone, which in a few Years, with little In- 
duſtry, would yield them immenſe Sums, 
I mean, the great Number of Cotton-trees, 
and-Spiders that ſpin a Web of Silk almoſt 
as ſtrong as ſewing Silk ; and there is great 
reaſon to think they have Mines, from the 
brown ſparkling Sand which we ſaw waſh- 
ed down from the Hills by the Springs and 
Torrents; therefore, the only Trade they 
deal in is Cowries (or Blackamoor's Teeth, 
as we call them in England,) the King's 
ſole Property, which, the Sea throws up in 
great Abundance : They exchanged them 
with the Captain for his Iron, which they 
took at three Dollars a Bar, and reckoned 
them at about a Spaniſh Dollar a Buſhel.— 
They go for Money at Bengall, and yield a 
great Profit, | | | 
THERE 
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THERE was one conſtant Fair on board 
the Ship all the while, with Poultry, Goats, 
Monkeys, Greens, Fiſh, and Fruit, which 
they barter'd with us for Bottles, two-penny 
Knives, Tobacco, Rags, and ſuch likeTrifles, 
the Prince deciding the Bargains ; ſo that I 
am certain I have ſeen a Pine-apple, which 
would coſt a Guinea in Covent-Garden Mar- 
ket, bought for a Bottle, and in proportion 
for the reſt ; therefore we quite loaded the 
Ship, and having compleated our Quantity 
of Wood and Water, and likewiſe got 25 
fine Bullocks (about the Size of Scotch Cat- 
tle) on board, we left the Place early on 
Friday the 14th, vaſtly pleaſed with it, ha- 
ving feaſted ourſelves eight Days with the 
Profuſion that abounds of delicious Fruits 
and Proviſions, which are produced, as al- 
ready ſaid, without the leaſt Induſtry of the 
Inhabitants ; and, indeed, we could only 
make one Objection, which is the Inconve- 
niency of getting a-ſhore, being obliged to 
go over a Bar which makes a great Surff 
run, and very ſeldom eſcaped without wet 
Shoes and Stockings. 


E 3 | NerTHER 
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Nx TTruER of the other Ships were arriv- 
ed; but we had not got above three Lea- 
gues out of the Bay before we perceived a 
large Ship coming in from the Southward ; 
therefore made no doubt it was one of them, 
and greatly rejoiced -we had got ſo much 
the Start. Accordingly Capt. Braund made 
the Signal concerted between: them, for 


meeting after Separation, but to our great 


Surprize the did not anſwer it, or even hoiſt 
her Enſign. This perplex'd uss very much, 
as ĩt was in time of Peace, to gueſs who ſhe 
was, or what could be her View in it; 
however, we reſolved to loſe no time, and 
ſo did not bear down to her. At Noon 
were got ten Leagues from the Land, hav- 
ing a fine Gale at S. W. allowed ourſelves 
25 Days to Bombay; yet it continuing re- 
markably ſteady in that Quarter without e- 
ven one Squall or any Rain, having with 
it pleaſant hazy Weather, we never once 
run leſs than 135 Miles in a Day till we 
got there, ſometimes 200, and don't ever 
remember ſuch agreeable failing as we found 


in this Monſoon, being no ways inferior 


to the moſt regular Trade. — After we had 
crofied: the Line, and got pretty well over 
tg 
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to Cape Baſſas on the Coaſt of Ethiopia, had 
a Current ſetting ſixty and ſeventy Miles a- 
day in our favour; but a few Days after, 
in ſtanding to the Eaſtward, it run as ſtrong 


againſt: us, 


ABOUT this Time near twenty of our 
People fell fick with violent Fevers, of 
whom we loſt three. — Tis remarkable, 
that no Ship ever left Joanna without fuf- 
fering in this manner a little after, and ſome - 
. io ſeverely, that it has made them miſtruſt. 
the Inhabitants playing ſome Tricks; how- 
ever, we gave them no Reaſon, and I can 
hardly think they would do it out of Wan- 
tonneſs ; therefore I am of Opinion it pro- 
ceeds from their ſudden Change of -Dyet 
from Salt Proviſion to the fine freſh Beef, 
which they always have from their Arri- 
val (the beſt Bullocks being ſold for four 
Dollars) which over-enriches their Blood, 
and produces that Diſtemper, and we were 
the more confirmed in this as no one be- 
longing to the Captain s Table complained 
in the leaſt. 


Oun Gale continuing beyond all Expec- 


| tation in the Manner before related, we 
E 4 crouded 
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crouded all the Sail we could in order to 
get into Port before the Change of the 
Moon on the ad of Anguft, as we ſhould 
otherwiſe be forced to bring to off the 
Coaſt, it being often attended with bad 
Weather, on which Account European Cap- 
tains don't care to venture near the Land 
at that Time. 


On the 27th we were got ſo far as 16 
deg. North, in which Latitude we paſſed 
the Sun, and found it extremely hot. Two 
Days after we reached the Latitude of the 


IIland, being 19 deg. North, and immedi- 


ately bore away to the Eaſtward, when on 
the 31ſt, in the Morning, got Sounding in 
60 Fathom, ſeeing, as is uſual, a great bs 
eee | 


In this Run we were a-head of our Rec- 
konings, judging the Currents we met with 


had ſet us to the Eaſtward. — We ſhoaled 


the Water gradually, and now every one 
prepared for going on Shore.— On Tueſday 
the iſt of Auguſt, about Noon, we had a 
happy Sight of the Land, making, as we 
intended, the Iſland of Kenery, lying a ſmall 
. Diſtance to the Southward, and having a 
| gentle 
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gentle Gale and fair Weather, we ſtood in, 
and got the Length of the Reef near the 
Harbour of Bombay by Sun-ſet, where we 
anchor'd in eight Fathom Water, and made 
a Signal for the Maſter Attendant to come 
off and pilot us in; which we had no 
ſooner done, than we obſerved a Boat, in 
which he had put off as ſoon as they per- 
ceived us from the look-out Place, being 
the ſame time we ſaw the Land. | 


On his Arrival we made the Signal con- 
certed on Shore to know whether it was an 
European Ship, which very much ſurprized 
them. We had a thouſand Queſtions to 
alk him concerning our Friends, and he as 
many with regard to News ; therefore his 
Boat was immediately diſpatched with Let- 
ters, but as it was grown dark, he did not 
care to weigh Anchor, which obliged us to 
remain there till Eleven the next Day, the 
Tide of Ebb having made at Day-break ; 
after that, we ſtood in for the Road, and 
at Two in the Afternoon anchored, to our 
great Joy, ſaluting the Fort with nine Guns, 
which were returned, We immediately 
went on ſhore, when the Captain was ſo 
complaiſant to ſalute us with the fame 

; Number 
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Number. And being now arrived, direct- 
ly waited on the Governor at the Fort; 


when no Ship having got in before us, we 
his Honour of the Concluſion 


of the Peace; and, aſter ſitting Half an 
Hour, ſeperated My: one to his Friends. 


: Tenn we made 4 very nteadedinary 
quick Paſſage, being little better than four 
Months from England; and were no leſs 
fortunate in our Commander and Ship- 
mates, having hved in perfect Harmony all 
the while 3 ſo that if it ſhould eyer prove 
my Fortune to return, I ſhall think myſelf 
extremely happy in meeting with as * 
mum 40 Got 11 


Wr had the Pleaſureiof: ee Caps. 
tain rewarded in a very advantageous Sale 
of his Goods, as well as being ordered on a 
Voyage to the Gulph of Perſia preſently af- 
ter, fully proving the Old Proverb, That a 
lud Beginning ſometimes. makes a good End- 
ing; as we afterwards: found the four Days 
we loſt by Accident in ſetting out, were 
the almoſt certain means of our Succeſs. 
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Tur Stafford, Capt. Baker, left the Downs 
ix Days after us, and arrived the 27th of 
September, having met with a very light, 
indifferent S. E. Trade Wind, and touched at 
Joanna only eight Days: He informed us 
the Ship we faw going in there, was a 
Portugueſe, but knew nothing of the War- 
ren or Saliſbury ; which, as the Seaſon was 
fo far advanced, made us afraid ſome Acci- 
dent had befallen them, till at length (on 
the 17th of October) the latter came in, ad- 
viſing ns, that for four Days after their leav- 
ing-the Downs, they had ſuch conſtant hard 
Gales and dirty Weather in the'Channel, as 
obliged them, though the Wind was fair, to 
lay the Ship to, and loſt Sight of their 
Conſort the firſt Night. They put into 
Falmouth on the 29th of March, (when we 
took our Departure from the Start,) and 
ſtay d there three Days to ſtop a Leak. 
Capt. Burroughs complained heavily of the 
S. E. Trade Wind, having hardly found any, 
ſo that it was the 2d of Augu/t, (the Day 
of our Arrival) before he made Madagaſcar, 
and got into 8? Auguſtin's Bay on the 5th, 
where he remained a Fortnight, 


Is 
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In regard to the Warren, he was of Opi- 
nion, ſhe unhappily ſuffer'd in the Chan- 
nel, as ſhe was ſo ſhamefully deep loaded ; 
but I am in hopes ſhe may have put into 
Plymouth, Torbay, or ſome other Port; which 
as he was ſo little a while at Falmouth, he 
could not poſſible hear of: However, in 
that caſe, they are very unfortunate, as this 
being the 6th of December, they muſt be 
gone the outward Paſlage ; ſo that I don't 
expect they will arrive till the Middle of 
March, and perhaps be drove to ſome 
Streights for Proviſions, there being four 
young Ladies, and fix Gentlemen, Paſſen- 
ger on board. | 
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SIGNED = 
PHILALETHES, 
Addreſſed to, and Returned from 
The R EMEMBRANCER. 
Sept. 29. 1750. 


A Proprietor of EAs r-Ix DIA Stock. 
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Advertiſement. 


7 HE two following Let- 
MM ters were returned from 
the Remembrancer to the 
Author, after having kept them four 
Weeks, for what Reaſon he does 
not pretend to ſay, though not dif- 
ficult to be gueſſed at. See Re- 
membrancers from Fuly 2 8, to Au- 
20% 18, x and again Sepr. 8, 22. 


The following is the Remem- 
brancer 5 Le tter * * | 
SM | 
E IV. the Remembrancer ex- 
preſſed an Iinpatience for your 
Sequel, it was in bopes you would not 
_— been afraid of removing the Veil 
r. probing a Wound; but finding 
binkolf miſtaken, and that you paſs 
over all thoſe Things, not yet explain- 
ed, which require Explanation maſt, 
he has returned your Papers, with 
his Acknowledgments for the Compli- 
ment you paid him, and is Yours, &c. 
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R E M E N BRA N CE R. 
Mims vanum & anbitiofum [eritend; 7,9 

nme . poffidet, non vulgi err am- 


bio, ; nec Contemptus metuo; ty 
Sola mib Piet veritas. do ates 


4 
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SIR, 


LTHO' my 83 now and 
then prompts me to peep into 
the Republic of Letters, and I 
find you have not only declared yourſelf, 
but Vox Populi has adopted you one of its 
Members; yet my Abſence from Town 
ſome time paſt debarr'd me the Gratifi- 
cation of this Curiofity : But, as a Sage has 


ſaid, the Abſence, or rather Falling aut of 


Lovers, 
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Lovers, is the Renewing of Love, I find by 
Experience, that infallible Guide (and as 
this noble Flame, we are told by more un- 
queſtionable Authority, is the Fulfilling of 
the Law) this Sophiſt might have extend- 
ed his Philoſophy to the mental Pleaſures, 
as well as the mere Gratification of the Car- 
nal, a Paſſion quite lawleſs when uncircum- 
ſcribed by the other, and as ſuch I am apt 
to think he meant it; for, Charity-like, it 
has infinite Reſources, and Food that is in- 
exhauſtible | though, upon my Honour, I 
tell you, I have not ſo much as once tafted 
at the Pierian Spring. —Thus was my Ap- 
petite, though keen enough at ſtated Meals, 
become almoſt inſatiable ; for, after a Faſt 
of fourteen Weeks, Cormorant-like, I de- 
vour'd no leſs than forty-five of your Num- 
bers at one Repaſt ; and had not your Pen, 
at that critical Time, wanted Mending, M 
Le Cat has ſince told me, the Optic Nerves, 
though including ſo great a Part of the 
Whole, might have been impaired by ſuch 
Ardour, and united Forces of the Soul. 


As I am an utter Stranger to your Per- 
ſon, and never once appeared before the 
awful Tribunal of the Public, I ſhould not 
| | have 


che RAIEBRAH CM.! by 


have preſumed at the Liberty of addreſſing 
this to you, but for the following Reaſons: 
Firſt, That I obſerve others have done it 
with Succeſs: Secondly, Encouraged there- 
by, I may in ſome meaſure hape:ifot the 
fame after this paſſes in your Review, and 
from thence may be grafted in one Corner 
of your Garden. Thirdly, As L,obſerve 
your Lucubrations are - diffuſive, and ram- 
ble over a Variety of Soil, you not only 
treaſure up in your Memory the choiceſt 
Flowers of your own. procuring, but ſuffer 
others to be ſelected for you of an inferior 


exhibit Colours of a vere. Hue. 3 
0 10 2 3 

As fuck Ko mt to. e forth into 
the mercantile World, and explore the 
Myſteries of that almoſt boundleſs Ocean; 
but as the Navigation in one particular 
Channel of it, has of late been more than 
ordinarily traverſed, and the Speculations 
of many of your Readers ſeem'd. fixed and 
intent to that one Point of its Compaſs, 1 
ſhall now advert more particularly to it, and 
without the Aſſiſtance of Briariuss Hands, 
or Argus's Eyes, relate to you nothing but 
hs Matters of F * mere Events as they 
fell 
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ſell out, and ſuch as pure 
Re e er EPA © 


- Thovew I am bur nale l 
this Sphere of Action, and ſtand quite a- 
loof ſrom the Hurry, of it; yet having 
ſome Property in its annual Rotation, I now 
and then, though a Mite in compariſon of 
the aggregate Body within Doors and with- 
out, place myſelf on x fmall Eminenee, 
where I contemplate, for want of other 
Employment, as without ſome my Mind is 
naturally, and perhapg more than other 
Mens, inelined to be reſtive; either ſuch 
Reports as Common Fame brings me, che 
News, or other printed Papers, or ſuch | 
28 have a more immediate Tendency to in- 
ſorm my Judgment ariglit in theſe Matters. 
Now being lately ſurrounded by this Med- 
ley of Papers, I could not but obſerve a- 
mongſt them two or three,- which T more 
accurately inſpected than others, and which, 
as 1 remember, were, firſt, a Letter in the 
Daly Gurerteer, addre fed to the Proprie- 
tors of the Eæſ India Stock, figned-Orvent, 
and dated ſome time in March laſt; ano- 
ther ſeparate Paper, or ſmall reale on 
the Ae that Stock foon following the 


former 
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former under the ſame Signature, but with 
a different Title, which Was, ag well as I 
remember, a Speech but intended to have 
been made at one of the General Meetings 
of the Proprietors of that Stock; the for- 
mer telling them, © that he had advertiſed 
ce a leading Member of the Court of Di- 
ce rectors of the naked and defenceleſs State 
c of their Garriſons in India, ſo long before 
« as the year 1738.” And the other reca- 
pitulating and enforcing the ſame, with an 
accumulated Charge of Infidelity in ſome 
of the Officers they had entruſted abroad, 
with remarkable Proofs of his having Him- 
elf detected them therein, cauſed Reſtitution 
to be made, which turned out to Mr Orients 
W e and that he would publiſh. a 
Diſſertation, I think he calls it, more large- 
ly treating on theſe Affairs, as well military 
as commercial, and which he had given in 
to the above-mentioned Director in 1738, 

as already hinted. But, above all, and 
what drew my Attention moſt, I have cloſe- 
ly canvaſſed in my Mind the Contents of 
another Paper, which was brought me ſoon 

after the two former, directed, as I remem- 
ber, in the Epiſtolary Way, to ſome. parti- 


cular; Member of that Body; wherein: the 
EH F 2 Author, 
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Author, whoever he is, very ſuccinctly, 
and with great Perſpicumy and Strength of 
Judgment, exhibits to his Friend a long Se- 
ries of yet uncontroverted Facts, ſupported 
by authentic Vouchers, relative not only to 
the very firſt Dawnings, or Appearances of 
Troubles in the interior Parts of the King- 
dom of Hagſtan, with the prudent Mea- 
fures the Preſident and Council of Fort 
St. George engaged themſelves in to repel 
them, as much as in their Power lay ; but 
he likewiſe wrote ifi this Book of his Chro- 
nicles the Storm which at that Time threa- 
tened them from without, I mean from the 
Weftern Board, by a ſtrong Squadron of 
French, which had viſited their Coaſts ſoon 
after the late Declaration of War with 
Spain; how unequal their Garrifon was to 
withſtand their Afaults, eſpecially when u- 
nited with a very ſtrong and well-diſci- 
plined Garriſon in their Neighbourhood ; 
humbly ſupplicating the Court who had the 
Direction of theſe Affairs to fend them the 
timely and neceſſary Relief of an Engineer, 
Men, and Ammunition, that the Property 
entruſted with them might firſt be ſecured, 
and they till then in a quite feeble State, 
might afterwards ſleep ſound in their Beds. 
Ha ING 


the REMEMBRANCER, 69 


Having premiſed thus much towards 
my main Point in View, and as I have ſuf- 
ficient Proof that you are not ſhort-ſighted 
in the Characteriſtics of Men, this Hint I 
have given you ſhall ſerve me as Verbum 
Sapienti, to convince you that theſe Agents 
or Factors of theirs, whether now at home 
or abroad, whoever they were, for I know 
them not, were Men that appear to me, 
and perhaps will to you, to have had not 
only a thorough Knowledge, and long Ex- 
perience in the Affairs of this Body of Mer- 
chants, but that this Knowledge and Ex- 
perience of theirs flowed from, and was 
really and truly ſupported by the ſtricteſt 


Integrity, and an ardent Defire to promote 


their Intereſt, and conſequently that of the 
Public, free from every ſiniſter View, 


SHouLp this prove to be the Caſe, I 
know they will, they muſt, from your 
Tribunal be diſmiſſed with this ſhort, but 


ſignificant Sentence, © Well done, Je good and. 


Faithful Servants, enter ye, not into the Toy 
of - —., but , &c - 
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Tur way being? thus cleat'd/to the ge- 
neral Scene of Action, the Opening of the 
Wat with France, our great Rival in the 
Eat, I ſhall in the next Place endeavour 
to lay before your Reverence ſome farther 
Anecdotes equally preparatory and relative 
to'the direct Oppofite of War, I mean Peace, 
and how it occurs to me the one was re- 
Jefted,” and the other conducted; and this I 
hall do by a regular and impartial Deduc- 
tion of every Argument pro and cn, that 
has come to my Knowledge; from whence 
your diſcerning Eye will preſentiy judge 
Were the Blame ought to be /aid, whether 
on the Maſters or their Servants: But this 
being a Matter of the greateſt Moment, ag 
the Judgment at leaſt, if not the other Re- 

quifites of ſome for ſuch Undertakings, and 
conſequently Truth and Fuſtice, muſt all 
appear at your Bar, it requires the utmoſt 
Caution in the Diſquiſtion. — Here, you 
will ſay, is a ſpacious Field for me to range 
in, ſeveral of the moſt fruitful Parts of 
which having been laid waſte, through the 
Deſolation War always carries along with 
it, and the whole expoſed to the moſt im- 
minent Danger till the time of ſhutting of 
the 
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the Temple of Janus, ſhall be referr'd to 
another Epiſtle ; and in the mean Time I 


remain, 


Good Mr. Remembrancer, 


Your Conſtant Reader, 


PHILALETHES, 


LETTER IL 
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L ETTER I. 
To THE 
REMEMBRANCER, 


Non wanum & ambitioſum ſcribendi Cacoethes 
ne paſidet, non uulgi Acclamationes am- 
bio, nec Contemptus metuo ; — 


8 IR, 
N. fulfilling my Promiſe to you, it is 
I neceflary to acquaint you with what 

perhaps you did not know before, 
that 2 Gentleman of known Honour and 

f Integrity, who had been compelled to fly 
firſt from a perſecuting Spirit abroad in the 
Eaft, and which afterwards purſued him in 
the Weſt over to France, where he reſided 
from the Year 1736 to 1742, had by theſe 

Means 
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Means great Opportunities of feeling the 
Pulſe of ſeveral | of the Ruling: Members 
of the French Eaft India Company, previous 
to the late general War; and, from his 
* ei 'of his end mere 

otion to promote the Public Weal, and 
unauthoriſed by any of the Powers here, 
had entire Confidence repofed in him for 

negociating with them the Baſis of a future 
Trat, to he” ente g intd by the intended 
contracting Powers, for a ſolid Amneſty and 
Neutrality between the two Company's of 
Brgland and Front, to che Eaftward- of the 
Cape of Good Hope, as well by Landl as Sea, 
in caſe a Repturèe ſhould happen between 
the two Nations, Which ſeemed then una- 
voidable. This, by his dexterous Manage- 
ment having brought to ſo full Perfection 
on the Part of France, as to obtain _ 
Royal Aﬀent,” the next Step he took 
to cormitinicite the fame contained in 
oy \Artieles)” to che then 

nber or Members of the Engliſh 255 
Trdia Company here, the Sttbftance'df which 
Having more than once appeared in the 
public Papers, makes the Repetition of 
them 'nectlefs ; and this he having done 
Jo Gay as in the Year 1742, a full Year 
| b before 
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before the War with France broke out, 
gave them time enough to ruminate upon, 
and thoroughly digeſt them, which the La- 
ronic Anſwer that was given them, me- 
thinks, would ſcarcely admit of. — But, 
what ſhall T call it, the laden Politicians 
in thoſe Days, ſo fatally deluding them- 
ſelves with the omnipotent, irrefiſtable, or ra- 
ther the Fama Potentiæ of England, and 
the petit deſpicable one of that of France, 
ſuffered this critical, this truly ” favourable 
and glorious Opportunity to paſs unregard- 
ed, without at all reflecting on the Events 
that have paſſed in our own Anmals : Had 
they attended to them, they would there 
have ſeen, that in Louis the IVth's Time, 
the Marine of France was once raiſed to a 
hundred Sail of the Line - that, in the ge- 
neral War he carried on againſt the Confe- 
derates, to the Aſtoniſhment of all Eurupe, 
he was able to detach a Body of ſixty thou- 
ſand Men to the Relief of Toulon, which 
was more than double the Number that 
beſieged it by the Duke of Savoy; and yet 
was ſtrong enqugh every where elſe to pre- 
vent the Confederates from making any Im- 
preſſion upon him; that in the Beginning 
a 5 | of © 
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of the laſt War, his Grandſon the Pacific, did 
much the fame Thing; for he, the Well- 
beloved; marched a Body of thirty-five 
thouſand Men into the Circle of Weſtpha- 
lia to awe the Electorate of Hanover and 
the Dutch, and ſoon after had two great 
Armes, amounting together to more than 
ſeventy-thouſand Men in Bohemia ; and tho' 
Marſhal Maillebois was entangled through 
the difficult Paſſes in that mountainous 
Country, yet it ſhews what vasT, what 
almoſt incredible Enterpriſes that Nation, 
through her Numbers, is capable of Un- 
dertaking, even under the pungent Oppreſ- 
fions of Sword. and Famine ; add to this, 
the Fire, Impetuoſity, regular Diſcipline, 
and martial Spirit of the Nation, the invi- 
dious Glance they caſt upon our Trade in 
general, and eſpecially on that in the Eaſt, 
which they have long had an Eye upon; 
the ſubmiſs Reverence the Subjects pay to 
their Prince and his Commands, which 
make a vital Part of their Religion ; I fay, 
all theſe. Things ſo recent in every one's 
Memory, and which to look back upon 
in our own Times, makes it not very ea- 
' ſy to be accounted for, how ſo ſalutary a 
Propoſal as this, wherein the Odds was 
apparent. * 
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apparently on our fide, came to be. ſecreted 
and rejected, without ſo much as the Parti- 
cipation of any one, that J could ever yet 


hear of; but certainly ſo it was, by all the 


Intelligence that I can gather. This, I ima- 
gine, muſt be imputed to the Contraſt I have 
already given you, but whether the Pro- 
duct of this airy. Phantome, admitting it 
an Error in Judgment only, as, I think, it 
was in ſending out Commodore Barnet (e- 
qual as he was to the whole) to Picteer 
in India, with four Ships only, without a 
much ſtronger Squadron to back them, till 
it was too late (for if I miſtake not, it is ad- 
mitted a Maxim in the, or at leaſt in my 
political Creed, That be, 20ho- by the Wings 
of Intelligence gains Time gains every Thing ) 
will paſs the Scrutiny: at your Bar, muſt 
be ſubmitted to its Deciſion. - Again, I 
have not yet heard, that any of the Sons 
of Aſculapius, Herm ppus Redevi uus, or o- 
ther of thoſe immortaliſing Heroes, went 
out Paſſengers in this Squadron; or that 
Apollo or Mars ever ſo much as once took 
up the Cudgels in thoſe of P—t——#'s and 
G—f—r's, which with ſo ſolemn Pace trod 
upon his Heels. It is true, indeed, Ad- 
miral W brought up the Rar with a 
mighty 
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deers, and even Company's Ships tranſ- 
formed, but he! what could he do? Had 
his Soul, as it was, been endowed with all 
the Virtues of Cæſar, alas, Time itſelf 
Toils as infurmountable as the Labours 
of Sihpbur, had both conjoined to enter the 
Liſts againſt him ! Befides, it is to be re- 
membered that, in your Chronicles, the 
Temple of Janus was then juſt upon cloſ- 
ing, and e're he reached Cane Bona Eſpe- 
ranaa was ſhut "againſt _—_ 
which ' threw ſo much dead Charge, and 
by its Conſequences, Loſs of Credit in thofe 
Seas upon the Nation, without any other 
Effect that I ever yet could hear of; an 
Effect, the Particulars of which, as I have 
ſome Property in this Stock, I chuſe rather 
to draw a Vril over this Part of my Intelli- 
gence, than by probing the Wound too deep, 
bring it to the Bar of your Remembrance. 
But you poſſibly may not have forgot, that 
long before moſt of theſe Tranſactions, with 
what Celerity and Secreſj the Motions of the 
French were made, by ſlipping out one, 
two, or three Ships of War at different 
nn and how Incredulity, under the eager 


Embrace 
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Embrace of theſe au, Dt rs in Leads 
en- Hall Street, ſat with her Arms foldect in 
a quite tranquil State, till Security and Con- 
tempt of /he:7 Management therr, had luied 
them into ſoft Repoſe, even amidſt the hur- 
ry and Confuſions of Nur; and how Com 
modore Barnet was embarraſſed at Batavia 
with the Priſoners, and Diſpoſal of thoſe 
three Ship's Cargoes to the Dutch, which 
he picked up in the Straits of Banca, Juuu- 
ary 1744-5, merely for want of the fo 
obvious diſcretionary Orders, to detach them 
with 2 Limb of his Squadron to ſome of 
our own Settlements in India, by which, I, 
and the reſt of my Fellow-Proprietaxs- (as 
planned out by one of them preſent, had ihe 
good Genius of the Plenipos at that Time 
regarded it) in becoming Purchaſers of the 
Teas; China Ware, Silks, Ce. at confidera- 
Up" leſs than Invoice Price, which - they 

might have done, and lodging them chere 
— for ſoche öf our cowni. 
Ships, which had been dene by three & but 
| juſtbefore, i in 1740, might have been 
benefitted thereby, as well ab the Captors,-in 
a Difference of at leaſt Sixty thouſand 
Pounds, betwirt the Sales of e an 


: N — Harrington, Duke of Leaks, abs 


old 


old Song at Batavia; and there, not to 
mention the apropos Diſpoſition of the 
Priſoners for Europe, inſtead of their ſteal- 
ing into the French Settlements in India, 
and the adroit ſelling of the Ships to the 
Bengallers, or Moors, who, to uſe an old 
Phraſe, would equally have jumped at 
them: Beſides, you muſt remember, it 
was recorded, I know not whether in your 
Chronicles, that much about this Era, there 
was an Appearance of our Government's 
taking off the Exciſe upon Teas, if not the 
whole four Shillings, ſome Part thereof, 
and which if effected, as it was, as it na- 
turally would have prevented, in ſome Mea- 
ſure at leaſt, the Smuggling this' Article 
over from France, Holland, &c. ſo would 
it conſequently have admitted of our Com- 
pany's making larger Returns on their own 
Ships to England, than theretofore they 
had done when the Exciſe was in full force; 

and even then, as already hinted, this had 
been ſometimes praQtiſed by them, as they 
might forecaſt the Quaatities likely to be 
brought into Europe, over and above the 
direct Tonnage from Canton, as ſome of 
their Ships were ſometimes forced to ſtrain 
hard for what was ſufficient; beſides, ſnould 
| not 
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not the Company have cared to have pur- | 


chaſed all the Silks, which I am informed 
was a conſiderable Part of their Cargoes, 
as probably they might not, they would 
always have produced Fifty per Cent. from 
the private Traders in India, which, you 
muſt be ſenſible, would all have turned 
out to the Emolument of the Caprors, and 
equally have defeated Nic. Frog, &c. from 
ſmuggling them and the other Articles in 
upon us, which I am ſomewhat apprehen- 
| five was the Caſe, as well as that the Mo- 
ney he paid for them, only ſerved as a Re- 
Fund to the Finnances of France. 


3 Tur heavy Loſſes ſuſtained by the Cap- 
ture of our Ships in India, the yet much 
heavier by the Loſs of one of the fineſt fo- 
reign Settlements in the World, Madraſs, 
and the accumulated one by the vg Dif- 
ferences in the Article of Freight, and De- 
murrage of Ships, occaſioned by the War 
being carried into India, with the intite Loſs 
of our Credit there, the Antineutralitaliens, 
would fain perſuade us, are fully compen- 
ſated for, by the fortunate and ſafe Return 
of ſuch of our Ships as are arrived, and the 
beneficial Sales of their Goods that follow- 

G ed, 
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ed, while Monſeur is quite bankrupt both 
here and in dia; but as the Exceſſes of 
Credulity, and its oppoſite, (as you have 
heard) are equally blame-worthy, I, for my 
Part, ſhall not take upon me to offer any 
Opinion on this Topic, as that would be 
infringing your Office, and a Kind of pge- 
judging the Cauſe, till I hear from you, 
whether the accepting of the offered Neu- 
trality would not have been the likelieſt hu- 
man Means, by Peace in the Eaſt, War in 
the Weſt, and John Bull, Heaven be thank- 
ed, ſtill triumphant on the Main, to have 
ruined, by a good Look-out here, the 
French Eaſi-India Company for at leaſt 
ſome Years to come, in the Capture of their 
Ships loaded for France, the more of which 
that had failed from her Ports, during this 
Neutrality, the better : Whereas, by carry- 
ing the War into India, you have already 
heard, what they have done. 


For the Reaſon before given, I ſhall not 
enumerate to you all the Particulars, but 
one I will tell you, that by the Conzeft that 
enſued at Bengal, on the Capture of the 
Ship under Moors Colours and Paſs from 
Juddab and Mocha, by one of the Com- 


pany's 
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pany's own Ships, with French Property, 
as 'twas alledged, ſhe had on Board, a- 
mounting in the Whole to Twenty thouſand 
Pounds, or thereabouts, the very Being 
of our Company was rendered precarious ; 
and had not Governor Dawſon, contrary to 
the ſtrict Letter he was tied down to, fi- 
mouſly interpoſed his Money, as well as Di/- 
cretion, this, in all Probability, would have 
been the Caſe ; but it ſeems the above Sum, 
the Value of the Ship and Cargo, ſtopped 
the Nabob's uplifted Arm, and ſuſpended its 
Blow for this Time ; but admitting theſe 
what-dy'e-call-'em, Pufers, all they con- 
tend for, that had the Iſſue of their late 
Conduct in War been ſo far crowned with 
Succeſs, as not to have left one Stone upon 
another in Pondicherry, and the whole Race 
of Frenchmen exterminated in India, as ſeve- 
ral of theſe ſanguine What-dy'e-call-ums then 
confidently avowed ; think you, Sir, I ſay, 
that had this been the Caſe, as in the Na- 
ture of Things it would have been at moſt 
but a tranſient temporary Expedient, that 
Menfieur, as he is ſo ſuperior on the Con- 
tinent here, would ever have acceded to the 
Cloſing of the Gates of Janus, till he had 


been reſettled again, and put in quiet Poſ- 
G 2 ſeſſion 
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ſeſſion of at leaſt his former Share of the 
Trade to India? or that, on the Contrary, 
from this View of the Conduct of the War 
laid before you, he was not once, by the 
Chance of War, in a fair Way of —_ gin 
his Turn the Law to us? 


Bur, I am quite FREY in enumerating 
theſe diſagreeable Truths, tho many more 
there are, as for Inſtance, in the ſeveral 
wiſe Rendezvouſes appointed by the Secret 
Committee for their Ships homeward bound, 
Sc. and you having already painted the 
moſt material, in their true and native 
Light, it renders any additional Diſcuſſion 
of them by me quite unnecflary. — Here 
then I ſhall drop my Pen, but with this 
Requeſt to you, that after examining and 
comparing our two Portraits together, you 
will iſſue your Decree diſcriminating the 
Mafters and their Servants ; till then, and 
ever after, I ſhall not fail to offer up my 
Petitions, that we may not be caught by 
ſuch a Tartar again, and at the ſame Time 


* Cheer myſelf up with Ends of Verſe, 
And Sayings of Philoſophers ; 
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one of which, I remember, a ſhort Latin 
Adage, Aus Piſcator ſapit, I thus con- 
ſtrued, when I was a School-boy, the burnt 
Child dreads the Fire. 


As my Advices come to Hand, I ſhall 
be proud to continue my Correſpondence 
with you, and till then ſhall remain, 


Good Mr. Remembrancer, 


Your Conflant Reader, 
10th. Sept. ü 


1750. | | 
PHILALETHES. 
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OCCASIONAL 


THOUGHTS, 


As Delivered on a 


QUESTION 


Put to the SOCIETY for 


FREE ENQUIRY, Ge. 


—— 2 — 


To the trading Intereſts of Great-Bri- 
tain and Ireland. 


HE Author of the following 
Thoughts, having lately per- 
uſed thoſe two excellent Tracts 


on Trade; the one titled, A brief Eſay on 
the Advantages and Diſadvantages thereof, 
which reſpectively attend France and Great- 
Britain; and the other, The Cauſes of the 
Decline of foreign Trade ; wherein that in- 
genious Author * « though all the 
« Means 


go Occaſional Tnouchrs, &c. 


« Means neceſlary to raiſe us to a more 
« flouriſhing Condition, than we ever yet 
« knew, cannot be ſuppoſed to fall within 
te the Compaſs of any one Man's Capacity; 
« yet is it the Duty of every Man, in Time 
<« of Need, to contribute ſomething, tho 
jn Part only, and by way of Eflay.” — 
As ſuch, the following is with great De- 
ference, ſubmitted to your Conſiderations, 

in attempting of which, the greateſt En- 
couragement has been, to find ſeveral of 
their Sentiments ſo ſimilar with his own on 
the ſame Subject ; and as the Pulſe for his 
Country beats high, and his Intention for 
curing the Evils complained of in the fol- 
lowing Articles, is good, viz. 


7. Freedom in Trade, and againſt high 
Duties. 

2. Againſt Smuggling. 

3. African and excluſive Companies, 

4. Ireland, its Hardſhips in Trade. 

5. Shipwrecks, and the Method to preſerve 
them from Plunder. | 


He flatters himſelf, whatever the Defects 
may be, his throwing in this his weak, 
though well intended Mite, at this Junc- 


ture, 


Occaſional Thou hrs, &c. gr 


ture, may not meet with an unfayourable 
Reception. 


QUESTION, viz, 


«© As the Subjects of different Nations are 
e mutually ſupplied, and with Regard to 
« ſome Articles, cannot ſubſiſt, but by the 
« Produce of each other; ought the Laws 
* of Trade in Times of Peace, to admit of 
% Prohibitions ? 


As this Queftion, Sir, was put by me, I 
think myſelf obliged to ſpeak ſomething to 
it, and which I will endeavour to do as 
briefly as I can, conſidering it firſt, as a Ci- 
tizen of the World; and, fecondly, as a Sub- 
ject of a particular State: As a Citizen of 
the World; when I confider the Wiſdom 
of Providence in the Conſtruction of the 
World, and how the Produce of it in dif- 
ferent Parts, is ſo admirably contrived, to 
ſupply Mankind with the Neceſſaries and 
Comforts of Life; that Man by Nature 
is born free, and therefore it appears to me, 
he has an unlimited, uncontroulable Right 
to what the God of Nature has given him 
for the Supply of his Wants ; and this mu- 
tual Intercourſe and Confidence, being thus 

preſerved 
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preſerved amongſt them, were it not de- 
feated by human Powers, would have a 
direct Tendency to ſpur up and quicken 
Men's Induſtry and Diligence ſo, that the 
good of the Whole might be promoted: I 
ſay, Sir, when I conſider theſe Reaſons, it 
does not ſeem to me, that the Laws of Trade, 
which are, or ought to be founded upon 
the Laws of Nature and Reaſon, for the 
Preſervation of the Whole, ſhould admit of 
any the leaſt Prohibitions, unleſs, indeed, in 
Times of common Calamity, when a Peo- 
ple may be viſited with a Scarcity of Corn, 
and other Fruits of the Earth ; then Na- 
ture points out her own Cure, under her 
firſt Principle of Self-preſervation ; tho 
ſuch Monſters in Power there have been, 
ſome of whom I have known, as to devi- 
ate even from this, that Trade ſhould be 
free, as we enjoy Light from the Sun, or 
as Rivers flow in from the Sea, it being 
impoſſible, Sir, that too extenſive and too 
encouraging a Liberty, can be given to this 
general Intercourſe : That the ſeveral Pow- 
ers of the Earth ought to enlarge the Pow- 
ers of their Minds towards each other, for 
the Good of their Subjects, and endeavour 
to be in Harmony with the God of Nature, 


capacious 
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capacious as he is, always delighting in the 
Good of the Whole: I am ſenſible, Sir, 
and I have often ſeen it with Concern, that 
in moſt Countries a contrary Practice is 
perſued ; but this, Sir, is no good Juſtifica- 
tion: It is, nevertheleſs, in my Mind, an 
Error in Practice, ariſing from a too par- 
tial, too narrow, too ſelfiſh, and too ſcanty 
a View of Things. 


To ſpeak to it as the Subject of a parti- 
cular State, it is neceſſary I ſhould abridge 
my Notions, and confines myſelf to more 
partial Meaſures, as, in them, the Parti- 
ality of the LEG1sLATors do generally ſo 
contrive their Laws, as to make the Land 
of one Country, if I may fo expreſs my- 
ſelf, to fight, but in vain, againſt the Land 
of another ; thereby defeating the- benefi- 
cent Deſigns of Nature, and depriving the 
Subjects of their common Rights, I mean 
the Produce of their Labour, out of the 
ſeveral Ma nufactures in which they are 
employed: That unreaſonable and exorbi- 
tant Duties may be laid on particular Spe- 
cies, judging them, but, in my Mind, falſly, 
when every Thing is taken into the Ac- 
count, to be prejudicial to ſome of their 


own 
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own of the ſame Kind, and which, if in- 
quired into, will be found to be the Cauſe 
of all Prohibitions in Trade: But, to be a 
little more particular, to mention only be- 
twixt this Iſland and France, the Articles 
of Wooll, Wines, Brandies, Cambricks, 
gold and filver Lace, &c. ſome of which 
being prohibited, and others, ſuch heavy 
Duties laid upon them, tantamount to a 
Prohibition, are nevertheleſs carried out 
and brought in by the fraudulent and de- 
ſtructive Practice of Smuggling. Fraudulent 
and deſtructive do I call it? I wiſh I could 
find out Epithets adequate to the Enormi- 
ties of a Crime, that occaſionally has mini- 
ſtred Fuel to the very Being of Govern- 
ment: But Words are faint Images, and all 
the Powers of Language ſeem ſuſpended, 
in attempting to point out, or convey pro- 
per Ideas of this latent Evil, which nothing 
but an equitable abating of the Duties, and 
a Freedom in Trade can poſſibly prevent; 
of the Truth of this, the now flouriſhing 
State of Holland, from their once low and 
late Beginning, is a remarkable Inſtance, 
who, when Duties are laid on, generally 
contrive them ſo, that Foreigners bear the 
Weight. —I expect it will here be aſked. 


me, 
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me, if ſundry Species of the Growth and 
Manufactures of our neighbour Countries, 
Rivals in Trade, were not prohibited from 
coming in, they would mortally wound ſe- 
veral of our own, of the fame Species? But 
pray, Sir, has this cured, or will it ever 
cure the hateful and diabolical Practice, al- 
ready mentioned, of Smuggling? And is not 
the publick Revenue as well as the fair 
Trader, Loſers thereby ? Or, think you that 
our crafty Rivals in Trade, will be want- 
ing to repay you the Lex TALIOxNIS, ma- 
nus manum fricat, ut proverbialiter dictum, 
will they not return you the Compliment, 
and do the like by you? And is not the 
Good of the Whole collective Body, by 
theſe partial Ways and Means greatly ob- 
ſtructed ? What ſignifies it to Peter, if Paul 
was to drink Wines and Brandy, and wear 
-gold and filver Lace or Cambricks, of the 
Growth and Manufactures of France; if, 
for the Reaſons above given, the Products 
of each Nation, were reciprocally allowed 
to come in and go out, ſo that Paul might 
buy them the cheaper, or wear his Coat 
and Shirt plain, inſtead of the one being 
ruffled and the other laced, or be content 
with a Pot of Porter ? If more was brought 
in 
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in, tis to be preſumed, the Conſumption 
would be in proportion; and of Courſe the 
publick Revenue, inſtead of being diminiſh- 
ed, would be greatly increaſed, though the 
Duties were lower, and ſo in proportion 
would the Ingenuity and Diligence of the 
Artificers, be ſtirred up to an Emulation 
with their Competitors in Trade; or ſhould 
the Caſtle of Indolence and Genius not be 
able to reach this laudable Ambition, other 
Exigencies of the State would find Employ- 
ment, even for the Drones of every Claſs; 
or, if by this unlimited Freedom, it ſhould 


9 


be alledged, we ſhould give away the Ba- 


lance of Trade againſt ourſelves to the com- 
mon Enemy, greater than at preſent it is; 


who ought to be debited for it in the Acq- 
count, but ourſelves, our Vices, our Luxu- . 


ry and Prodigality, in adopting their Galli- 
maufries? the Want of which, we ſhould 
be ſo far from miſſing, that the Bodies po- 
litick and natural would be both equally 


ſtrengthened by it; a Leſſon, which by a 


quite contrary Practice in their own Polity 
of Commerce with us, they are far, very 
far from teaching. Again, it will be 
alledged, if this unlimited Freedom in 


Trade was allowed of, it would greatly hurt 


the 
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che foreign Imports of particular Societies 
of Men, whom the Wiſdom of the Lecrs- 


LATURE have detached for that Purpoſe: 
+ But is the Induſtry of Man to be told, thou 


halt go thus far, and no farther? Is it tobe 
— criminal in him, for exerting tliofe 


Powers the God of Nature has 5 
in hir, for inveſtigating the Trath'?” Ve 


are told to prove all Things ; and the un- 
erring Rules of right Reaſon direct us to 
4 Conduct, proper on the Conſequences 
ariſing from ſuch Experiments: Some Une 
dertakkitigs are 16 v4P, that they cinndt 
perhaps, thro' the Diſtance of their Situa- 
tion, and other contingent Circumſtances, 


be properly executed, but by the joint Ad 


of excluſive Bodies of Men, ſet a- part for 


that Purpoſe ; but are others, Individuals, 


for that Reaſon to be debarred from exert- 
ing the Freedom they are born to? If ſuch 
Adyenturers found, upon repeated Experi- 
efice, they were graſping at what was too 
nüghty for them, and that they were pur- 


ſing 4 lofing Game, Time would make 


tier defift: Children, whole Curiality 


excites” them to put their Fingers in the 
Fife, don't care Pro a ſecond Experiment; 


N cer after dread” the Conſequence : 
+ KM "Twas 
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"Twas this ill-concerted Coalition in Trade 
betwixt Interlopers and them, that was the 
Ruin of the African Company, inſtead of 
the Interlopers being ruined by them; to 
ſpeak the Truth, the grand Fault here lay, 


in erecting any Company at all; its Situa- 


tion was too near the Scene of Action, to to 
be ſucceſsfully carried on by the two con- 
tending Parties, which ſhews, that Trade 
being fettered by Monopolies, cannot breathe 
ſo free, as when it is in the open Air; and 
is rather an Argument, that makes for the 


Freedom in Trade, I am n for, 


* 


Boon that Nature can give her, as well in 
its Situation for Trade, as in the Riches of 
her Products; how does ſhe groan under 
the oppreſſive Weight I am ſpeaking of ? 

How does her induſtrious Sens toil under 


theſe Fetters? Whence comes this Partiality 


towards her? Is it becauſe they are leſs 
free than Britons ? The Principles of true 
Freedom, Sir, had, if not their firſt Begin- 


nings, yet they were early matured in that 
happy Clime ; and is this the Reward they 
ere to receive, for * Loyalty and Suf- 


ferings 


ane a Country enjoying all. the 


| 
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ferings in the Middle of the paſt Century? 
I mean, Sir, the Proteſtants of Ireland, 
amongſt whom, the illuſtrious Houſe 'of 
Hannover, in all its Dominions, has not 
truer and more faithful Subjects; yet do 
their Virtue, remain immoveable, under the 
long Continuance of theſe Hardſhips in 
Trade; for Loyalty in them, Sir, . 
— — * 
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2110 — — - Still eas 
M Whether it win or loſe the Game. 
Niue as a Dial to the Sun, 


3 it en e upon. 


"Twins: Sir, as lin: and Exerciſe, 
are the Health and Vigour of the Body na- 
tural, juſt ſo fares it with the Body politic; 
it muſt neceſſarily droop, where its Nerves 
and Sinews, a Freedom in Trade, continue 
to be cramp'd by Prohibitions, which ap- 
pear to me, to have no Foundation, either 
in Nature or Reaſon, except under the juſt 
and natural Reſtriction already mentioned, 
of Self-preſervation : I could purſue this 
Argument further, but am unwilling to 
encroach more on-your Time ; and as this 


is a Oy which has long laboured | in my 


( 


H 2 Mind, 
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Mind, T am glad, Sir, this amicable Sci 
ety for © the, propagating of Truth and 
Kngwledge in their, Enquiries into the 
portuaity of communicating my Senti 
ments upon it; and as nothing but a Zeal 
for the Good af my Country in particular, 
and that of Mankind in general, has promp- 
ted me to it; ſo I flatter, myſelf, I hall be 
excuſed, 11 have committed any Error in 
Judgment in hat I have advanced, or that 
Imagination may have made me ſoar be- 
yond the Bounds that Judgment and Rea- 
ſon preſcribe; for in theſe Thoughts, the 
main Object I have endeavoured to keep 
in View, has been, to open ſuch Sluices and 
Cenals o Frade, as might overflow the 
Banks and Dams by which it is ſurround- 
ed, and deſtroy that worſt of all its Evils, 
the fraudulent and deſtructive Practice of 
8Smuggling, the very Bane of nn 
| ar ens af 


ber another Evil, dene with 
this, and, if poſſible, a greater, though 
* ſpringing from a different Cauſe, that is, a 
downright Depravity in human Nature, I 
n forbear managing ; ; and this is, the 


bart varous 
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barbarous and inhuman Practice of plunder- 
ing Wrecks caſt on the Sea ſnore, which, 


8 ee 
when, aſter our brave and 


Sort, round the Coaſts of this flouriſhing 
Iſland, which fits. as, well Queen of the 
| Ocean, as the Bubwark of the  Proteftane : 


from being practiſed by thoſe Nations i 

the Eaſt, where I have reſided, . 
we call Gentile, that the Princes of the 
Country, out of the Revenue of their States, 
not only maintain the unfortunate ſhip- 
| wrecked Seamen, but lodge ſuch Part of 


the Lading Fenn, 
able, 
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ahle, in their own Warehouſes or "Maga- 
zines, at the Peril of the Lives of their Sub- 
ch. ſhould attempt to embezzle the 
eat Part Now, whether an Explanation 
cb the miſtaken Senſe of the Term Pro- 
DbAND, . omnia que movent ad mortem funt = 
«i Deodanda, by a — nog | 
| Pri. err by the Vulgar; is | 
| and applied to Wreeks caſt — 
— or What E. ſnhould much rather 
0109-9040 — ef Arms and Amunition 

'E at proper/Diſtances, all round 
the the — which'"Arins- thus circulating, 
Would ſerye in Terrorem to the Smugglers, 
with the R6y Authority,” to Juffices of 
tlie Peace; Mayors of Corporations, Sheriffs, 
Ge. td rale the Militia 6 Poſs Cortitatur in 
me Exettiſe f theft on all fuch fitting 
Occaſions; or, if this Service cannot be per- 
formed by the Militia, (as tis ſaid of late 
Yeats, they have not been diſciplined, or 
rendered uſeful) let the Men of that Town 
and other circumjacent ones neareſt to the 
Wreck, be hired, and the collateral Aid 
of a light Body of Horſe-guards be poſted at 
every one on the Coaft, in the Winter Sea- 
ſons only, to ſupport the Civil Power in caſe 
of 1 the unavoidable Charges of all 

which, 


* 
4 
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which, or the major Part, might be defray'd 
clear from the Government, by the Pro- 
prietors allowing, which it may be preſum- 
ed, they readily would do, an equitable 
Average on the Salvage, all partial and ſelf- 
intereſted Views of Individuals a-part, which. 
I, from my Infancy, have been taught to be- 
lieve, ſhould ever bend to the Good of the 
Whole : Which of the two, I fay, of theſe 
Remedies, would be moſt effectual, in pre- 
venting the Rapines, Depradations, and 
Murthers committed on my unhappy Coun- 
trymen, I muſt ſubmit to yours, or rather 
more fortunately, if I could, to the ſuperior 
Wiſdom of the LzG1sLATURE ; not that I 
imagine, but ſome Remedies by them have 
been preſcribed, tho' * not always 
applied and executed. 


Nen ignara mali, miſeris ſuccurrere diſco 50 
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